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7 is of real importance that the art of architecture should 
not stagnate or fall again into the languor of common- 
place and uninteresting productivity—for there have 
been epochs without vitality or inspiration. Are we 
entering dem @ similar period, and is English archi- 
tecture suffering from exhaustion, are questions that may 

be considered without disregarding the advances in practical 
planning ard constructional science. 

The architect himself is not a mere onlooker at architecture, 
therefore a disinterested judgment cannot be demanded of 
him. He is not likely to value the verdict of the professed 
art critic, who would be dismissed as unpractical and biased 
by literary tradition; the man in the street occupies the 
necessary external position, but he is not likely to furnish 
inspiting suggestion to modify blunt criticism. The help of 
oa a sympathetic friend as an intelligent Continental caahive 
is to be desired, but this is rarer then it ought to be. The 
English architect, therefore, who would endeavour to review 
the progress of his art and its implications, must humbly, 
and with charity, contemplate the work of his brethren, and, 
together with the best introspection of which he is capable, 
permit his thoughts on the present discontents to develop. 

The subject, under the circumstances, may best be ap- 
proached indirectly and a test proposed that will eppeal to 
architects as producing artists. Progress may: be estimated 
by an inquiry as to the existence of the impelling forces that 
induce it, and their presence or absence will furnish a pre- 
liminary answer. Current design obviously supplies a measure 
of the inspiration of architectural beauty ; here the, question 
will fairly arise as to the manifestation in recent buildings of 
enthusiasm for architecture. The impropriety of answering 
with particular instances will be avoided, but the question in 
effect must be put thus: Has this design, or that, the force 
which justifies. itself without hesitation, and that forthwith 
provokes emulatign ? Enthusiasm, being by neture infectious, 
especially asserts itself in ‘arts which lend themselves readily 
to the sincere flattery of imitation, and architecture is one in 
which it can be easily perpetrated. 

Since the day-dawn of the Renaissance, architects have 
fallen a ready prey to a spirit of devotion that closely follows 
the footsteps as master-mind. This is a main characteristic 
distinguishing them from the independenc? and_ scornful 

Togressiveness of the mediaeval builders. The historian 

eeman justified his position by saying that he was a Tory 
until he learnt that every Gothic builder was a Radical. Down 
to our ‘own generation, architects have been either devotees 
of the Renaissance tradition or Revivalists of some sort or 
another. This is a libel that will not be resisted. Originality 
has always claimed the lip-service of designers ; but as a guide 
it has er proved to be a mere will 0’ the wisp. Devotion 
to an ancient school or to a mester is a quality p Aire se 

of modern design, and the flame of enthusiasm has been fed 
with fuel gathered in woods planted and hewn by other hands 
than our own. The root interest of architecture for well-nigh 
five centuries has been to re-light in the modern world the 
amps that guided the art of past eras to success. It has been 
the enthusiasm of Renaissance. ~ 

Within this epoch of five centuries, constituting the Modern 
as distinguished from the Ancient and Mediaeval world, science 
has continuously passed out of darkness into light, and the 
pace during the past hundred years has been abnormal. 

- Art, on the other hand, has been occupied in learning that 

€ ancient world possessed secrets of beauty unknown to 
moderns, and in discovering how incompetent a restless and 
progressive age is to attain the standards of completeness of 
either Greek or Gothic art. Men of science deplored the 
‘ghorance, while artists magnified the perfections of their 
respective forefathers. Doubt will not be permitted of the 
Superior enlightenment of the scientific thought of the present 


THE FORCES OF ARCHITECTURAL PROGRESS. 


age, while no artist, with his eyes open, will deny the impossi- 
bility of his attaining the spirituality of Greek sculpture, the 
refinement of its architecture, or the complete sincerity and 
harmony of a Mediaeval craft. 
The comparison may even be drawn within the Renaissance 
era itself. at modern painter could contemplate, without 
shrinking, the placing of his work in a galleryamidst the master- 
-pieces of the Italian or Dutch schools? The sincere architect, 
therefore, with his brother artists, is content to marvel at the 
past wonders of art; his zeal takes practical effect in study, 
and his enthusiasm finds its outlet in designs that conform to 
those ancient types which have become his absolute ideals. 
Ancient architecture has the force that inflames, and the modern 
designer feels bound to hand on the torch. 

Modern examples of architecture, to which the test of pro- 
voking enthusiasm is to be applied, all exemplify this oT 
dependence upon precedents, in type, in mass, or in detail. 
Novel methods of design have been tried sporadically, but they 
are collectively unimportant, and singly their attempted sugges- 
tiveness has been unffuitful. Original characteristics in modern 
building have been due principally to peculiarities of arrange- 
ment. Departures from typical sources do not spring from any 
desire to improve upon originals and are mostly due to a super- 
ficial acquaintance with the secrets of design. 

The inheritance of the modern architect has been created 
by assiduous, if misplaced, antiquarianism ; he has entered upon 
a profession the tradition of which is scholarly research, with 
the stimulus of reviving for the fashion of to-day a phase of 
forgotten or neglected life from the past. It is unnecessary to 
recall the more recent masters of this art of revivification by 
name, or to recount examples which have provided old material 
for new garments. The sketching fever had such practical ends 
alweys in view. The era of this exploration for motives of 
design is but recent, and its influence is still a flickering light on 
the hey 

However we may now estimate the value of the phase of the 
art that we inherit, there can be no dispute as to the fervour 
in which it was generated : but it is already past, and ae 
ourselves immune to the enthusiasm that made architectura 
types infectious, the reflection is forced upon our consideration 
that we must hesitate in enswering the question as to the 
existence of a similar progressive force in the architectural art 
of to-day in the affirmative. 

The suggestion will possibly be made that the cooler frame 
of mind, which neither professes enthusiasm nor produces works 
that evoke it, may indicate that architecture is fulfilling the 
truer service of an art by holding up its mirror to the life of the 
present instead of the past, and that its real progress is to be 
estimated by thé measure of its sympathy with contemporary 
influences. ‘Such a suggestion doubtless contains truth, for 
the art of architecture cannot be healthily practised in a social 
vacuum. Buildings and monuments come into being to supply 
public requirements, and they consequently respond to phases 
of civilisation in the world around. But if architecture accepts 
the position of a mere reflector, and works without an internal 
fire of its own generating, it will cease to supply an animatin 
share in the life of its day. To reflect the present is not in itsel 
as interesting to the living as to re-embody the past, and it 
implies neither research nor effort. The spirit of Renaissance 
created enthusiasny for architecture in Florence through 
Brunelleschi, in England by Wren, and more recently through 
the masters of the Gothic Revival. Each in turn re-acted upon 
the sister arts and altered rather than reflected aspects of social 
history. English architecture to-day perhaps has no such 
ambition, but when it recalls or discovers the possibilities of 
enthusiasm the langour of the present will quicken into the 
hope of progress. Within its own recent experience lie motives 
that afford precept and examples that may stimulate the 
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NOTES. 
WHATEVER may be said on 
R bon either side as to the merits 
Strike. of the question that has 
e. “ P P e 
arisen in connection with 


the railwaymen, they have certainly put 
themselves out of court with the public 
by resorting to a general strike at short 
notice three months before their 
remuneration was in any way affected 
by the question at issue. By _ this 
precipitate action they are alienating 
public sympathy, and are giving the 
nation an object lesson on the ill effects 
of placing so much power in the hands 
of trade: unions, which can disorganise 
a whole nation by precipitate and irres- 
ponsible action about a matter that 
does not at present touch the men, 
and which could far better have been 
decided by conciliatory methods in the 
three months that ha.e to elapse before 
the matter in dispute could affect them 
in any material way. Writing soon 
after the strike has commenced, it is 
unnecessary to make any further com- 
ment than the above upon the dispute 
itself. Before the passing of the Trade 
Disputes Act the public services received 
protection to some degree, and it is 
quite obvious that protection will have 
to be afforded to them whether in the 
future they are nationalised or not. 
A dispute of this kind about a prospec- 
tive grading of wages should never be 
conducted by a resort to a general 
strike, and the public will mark its 
disapproval of such methods. We can 
only hope wiser counsels will _soon 
prevail amongst the men. 

_  Tuat the strike is likely to 
The Strike have serious results for the 


Soding building industry if it is 
Trade. continued for any length of 


time is obvious, but it is 
pleasing to note that so far it has not 
been seriously affected. Not only is a 
good deal of building work going on in 
London and the country generally, but 
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From a Photograph by SHerirF Sir BanisTER FLETCHER, 


ae? Tat 
agen - 


ee ee 


. 6 RIN OT ri EN 








GANS THE BUILDER | Ate 


there are many preparations being 
made for carrying out both small and 
large building undertakings in the 
near future, The record for carrying 
on which that industry secured during 
the war appears likely to be equalled 
during the present struggle. 


THE action of the Notting- 

Housing ham Council in regard to 
and Private housing will arouse much 
Enterprise. interest amongst other local 
authorities. We commen- 

ted the other week on their action in 
abandoning their housing scheme and 
now we note a new proposal which, on 
the face of it, would provide some useful’ 
employment for architects, and pos- 
sibly builders. But how the plans 
and the estimates are going to be 


disentangled we do not exactly see. 


A correspondent says the Corporation 
will ‘‘ save the architect’s fees by this 
new idea,” but will they? The *ad- 
vertisement is worth quoting. 

“The Housing Committee of the Nottingham 
City Council are prepared to consider plans and 
estimates for the erection and completion, by 
private persons, of dwelling-houses for the 
working-classes on land belonging to the 
Corporation, or to private owners. In such 
cases the Committee would consider the acquisi- 
tion of the houses when and, if completed to their 
satisfaction, if erected upon land belonging 
to the Corporation, and the purchase of the 
site and houses if the land belongs to private 
owners, provided the scheme received the 
approval of the Ministry of Health. Preference 
would be given to schemes which would utilise 
land adjoining roads which have already been 
made. Plans and estimates may be’ delivered 
to me at any time up to and including October 
31.”°—-Nottingham Guardian, Sept. 27. 


THE forced cisuse of the 
The Strike railways has not only shown 
and Roa . 
Works. Ur dependence on sail- 
roads, but the importance 
of the ordinary main roads to the com- 
munity. The remarkable use which 
has been made of these during the last 
few days would appear to afford good 
reason for the temporary suspension of 
all or much of the repairs to the main 
*bus and tram routes. Some of the 
work is no doubt necessary at this time 
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Albert Cathedral. 
From a Photograph by Srir- Banister 


FLETCHER, F.R.I.B.A. (See p, 334.) 


of the year, but surely it could be sus- 
pended in most cases for the time being. 





WHAT a vast amount of 
Building building enterprise would 
Enterprise. take practical shape if it 
were given any sort of a 
chance is known to many of us. It is 
in such matters of. vital import to 
both skilled and unskilled labour that 
the present system of limitation is 
doing serious harm, and it will have 
occurred to many amongst us to ask 
whether the benefits under our present 
methods are not less than the injuries. 
An architect told us only this week 
that he had about a million pounds’ 
worth of work waiting to be gone on 
with. 





A CONSIDERABLE amount of 

Housing writing has’ appeared in the 
Delays. Press recently with regard 
to delays in the Govern- 

ment. housing programme caused by 
the various officials at headquarters or 
on the staffs of the various Regional 
Commissioners of the Ministry of 
Health. A correspondent now writes : 
“It is all very well to throw all the 
blame on the Government—dqubtless 





South Transept, St. Quentin Cathedral. 


F.R.I.B.A. 
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The Cioth Hall, Ypres. 


From a photograph by Sirk BANISTER 
FLETCHER, F.R.I.B.A. (See p. 334). 





1 some of it is deserved; on the other 

+ #% hand,the cause of much of the delay is 
| 9 to be found elsewhere. The local 
authorities, who are preparing various 


schemes under the new Housing Act, . 


will persist in employing their own 
surveyors for the work. However com- 
petent these surveyors are, they have 
had neither the training nor experience 
necessary to enable them to carry out 
housing schemes. It is not to be 
wondered at then that the Ministry of 
Health refuses to pass plans prepared 
in this way. Hence the delays and 
complaints.” If this be true, it indi- 
_ cates a very serious state of affairs. 
Qur country is rich in architectural 
talent, of which full use should be 
made. 





No possible means of easing 
oe the housing situation is to 
lees be left untried, and now a 
inte Flats, Class of work which has too 

long been left neglected is 
about to be undertaken extensively. 

In pre-war days we were careless of our 
available accommodation, and the 
vision of rows of untenanted houses left 
us unmoved ; now, however, we realise 
that by some slight adaptation they 
may be made fit for habitation once 
more, although-for a different class to 
the one for which they were originally 
intended. It is probable that archi- 
tects will not find such work very much 
to their liking, for it permits of very 
little Scope for self-expression, but, on 
the other hand, it calls for a consider- 
able amount of skill, and it should con- 
sequently only be- undertaken by com- 
Petent persons. At the first glance, 
many a house might appear suitable 
to the intending investor, which, how- 
‘ver, to the eye of the expert would 
teveal many defects both constructional 
a in the way of accommodation. Un- 
ortunately, it is some of our finest 
i, thas will be subjected to this 
Ndignified treatment, for there exist 
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many terraces erected in the early nine- 
teenth century which are either vacant 
or have been taken over in an unsuit- 
able condition to house the working 
‘classes. 


THE setting of a_ great 
building like that/ of Saint 
St. a George’s Hall, at Liverpool, 
Phen may be such as to greatly 
enhance its architectural 
value, and we are glad to 
publish a treatment of the garden 
ground on the south side of that well- 
known building, which is worthy of the 
opportunity presented. The design of 
the terrace alongside the hall and of the 
open space below gives an added dignity 
and spaciousness: of effect which would 
have been worthy of so important a 
civic centre. In the planning of a 
new town or city such opportunities 
readily present themselves, and” afford 
scope for imagination, but in the case 
of an already developed city the matter 
is different, and we therefore welcome 
such designs as that we illustrate by 
Messrs. Grayson and Barnish. There 
is abundant work of this sort for. archi- 
tects in our towns if they are allowed 
to do it. 





THE difficulties experienced 

Forms of 12 this country at the pres- 
Building ent time with regard to 
Control. forms of building contracts 
and the relationship of archi- 

tect, contractor and building owner are 
being felt to a similar, or greater, extent 
in America, and the whole question was 
comprehensively dealt with in a lecture 
recently read by Mr. Sullivan W. Jones 
before the Institute of Electrical Con- 
tractors of New York, of which we 


give the substance ;on page 349. . 


The competitive lump-sum contract, 
said Mr. Jones, had a corrupting 
influerice upon everyone who became 
involved in it, and was against the 
best interests of the industry. He 
advocates the use of the “ cost-plus- 
percentage ”’ form of contract, under 
which the architect, contractor and 
client would enter into an agreement to 
accomplish a single end. He contends 
that the salvation of the architect, 
contractor and the building industry lies 
in a partnership of talents. 





THE importance of motion 
Industrial study in industry is forcibly . 
Fatigue. illustrated in a report on 
an experiment at the Der- 
went Iron Foundry, submitted to the 
Industrial Fatigue Board by - Dr. 
Myers. When the foundry began to 
work for the Ministry of Munitions in 
May, 1915, its estimated capacity was 
3,000 articles weekly, but with the 
application of scientific methods and 
standardisation the output was in- 
creased fivefold during the two years, 
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The Cathedral, Ypres. 


F,om-a photograph by SIR BANISTER 
FLETCHER, F,R.1.B.A. (See p. 334): 


August, 1916—August, 1918, and the 
price of the articles was reduced by 
13.3 per cent. The employees con- 
sented to their movements being 
studied in order to eliminate unpro- 
ductive and useless movements, and 
every motion was studied from various 
directions. Each man was timed with 
a stopwatch to arrive at the quickest 
methods; a standard method was 
adopted for the arrangement of tools 
and materials; a standard time and 
a standard set of movements were 
adopted for each operation ;. and all 
movements which could be performed 
simultaneously were combined. Besides 
increasing output, the system resulted 
in greatly increased wages for the 
employees, in some cases by as much 
as 200 per cent. The number of 
elements standardised in the process 
of moulding ran into hundreds. It was 
also found that, in spite of the increased 

output, the workmen were not so tired 

at the end of the day as under the old 

methods. The Gilbreth system of 

motion study, as a means of reducing 

the cost of building, was the subject 

of articles, by Mr. James F. Butter- 

worth, in our issues of May 30 and 

June 6 last. 





Tue articles by Mr. John 
The W. Simpson, President of 
at er the Royal Institute of 
reas in *,¢ . ° 
France. British Architects, and Sir 
Banister Fletcher, which we 
print on pages 334 and 335 this week, give 
a vivid impression of the desolation and 
distress caused in France and Belgium 
by the calamitous war which is now 
happily at an end. Those who know 
the areas affected and the beautiful 
works which have been partially des- 
troyed or ruined for ever will read 
these articles with feelings of sadness 
and indignation. We are all indebted 
to the French Red Cross Society for 
the work it. is doing in bringing 
home to the British public the condi- 
tion of affairs in the devastated areas. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Professional Announcement. 


Mr. Martin S. Briggs, F.R.I.B.A., has trans- 
ferred his office to 88, Gower-street, W.C. 1. 


Personal. 


OsrttvuARY.—The death is announced of Mr. 
John Rust,, city architect, Aberdeen. 

The death took place last week, in Sunderland, 
of Mr. John W. White, C.B.E., at the age of 
sixty years. Mr. White was an ex-president of 
the National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
during the war served on many committees, 
including the Committee on Production, the 
Board of the Ministry of Labour and the 
Industrial Council. 


Sir John Soane’s Museum. 


After October 2 Sir John Soane’s interesting 
house and art collection, at 13, Lineoln’s Inn 
Fields, W.C., will be opén from 10.30 a.m. till 
5 p.m., and during November from 10.30 a.m. 
till 4 p.m, 


Building Trades’ Schools. 


We have received prospectuses of the courses 
for the current session at the London County 
Council School of Building (Ferndale-road, 
Clapham), and the Westminster Technical 

- Institute (Vincent-square, §Rochester-row, 

§S.W.1). These schools have been established 
to enable those engaged in the building and 
allied trades to acquire during the evenings an 
intimate knowledge of the principles that 
underlie the processes which they carry out 
in their daily work, and, in view of the efforts 
now being made to stimulate production, the 
efforts of technical schools in teaching skilled 
trades cannot be too highly commended. 
Both schools cover all branches of the building 
trade, including plumbing, joinery, gas-fitting, 
structural engineering, © reinforced concrete, 
surveying, architecture and drawing. ‘The fees 
at both schools are 10s. per session for those 
earning more than 30s, per week, and 4s. 6d. 
for those earning less than 30s, per week. 


} 


From a Sketch by Mr. Joun W. Simpson, P.R.I.B.A. 


The Bartlett School of Architecture. 

A new building for the School of Archi- 
tecture (University of London) has been 
provided -by the generosity of Sir Herbert 
Bartlett, Bart., and the architectural schools 
of the University College and King’s College 
have now ‘been combined. The new building 
has accommodation for 200 students, and is 
claimed to be the largest and most complete 
of its kind in the United Kingdom. The 
school is organised so as to give a course of 
systematic training on a broad basis to those 
about to enter the architectural profession, 
and the syllabus contains Degree and Certificate 
courses. A Department of Town-planning, 
under the direction of Professor 8. D. Adshead, 
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., has been established, the 
full course extending over not less than one 
session. Students are eligible for several 
valuable scholarships and prizes. 


—— 


COMPETITION NEWS. 


Oxford. 

For THE Criry Counci.—Designs for the 
lay-out Of a congested area in the centre of the 
town. Mr. H. V. Lanchester, F.R.I.B.A., wiil 
act as assessor. Sending-in day, October 20. 
Further particulars from the Town Clerk. (See 
our advertisement pages, August 15.) 

Leamington Spa. 

For THE WAR MEMORIAL COMMITTEE OF, THE 
Town Councit.—Designs for a war memorial. 
Premiums £100, £50 and £25. Mr. H. V. Ashley, 
F.R.LB.A., of 14, Gray’s Inn-square, W.C., will 
act as assessor. Further particulars from the 
Town Clerk. Sending-in day, October 15. (See 
our advertisement pages, July 25.) 

B= Portishead. 

For THE URBAN District CouNcIL.—Designs 
for lay-out of block of houses. Premiums 
£50, £30 and £20. Mr. C. F. W. Dening, 
F.R.LB.A., and Mr. F. H.. Smith have been 
appointed assessors. Sending-in day, October 
31. Further particulars from Mr. F. H. Smith, 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Portishead. (See our 
advertisement pages, September 19.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘*Taking Out Quantities.” 


Str,—The two columns of interesting com. 
ment relating to “Modern Architecture ” in 
your issue of the 19th ult., arouse a natural 
curiosity to know when the operation known ag 
“taking out quantities” first arose. The 
statement by the 7'imes correspondent that the 
seventeenth century building was not erected 
by contract will scarcely bear iny estigation 
At all events the question of cost has governed 
the erection of buildings ever since mankind 
had a housing problem to solve. 

If Shakespeare’s historical colour can be 
depenced on, Lord Bardolph described what 
was customary in the fourteenth century ;— 

** When we mean to build, 

We first survey the plot, then draw the model - 
And when we see the figure of the house, ’ 
Then must we rate the cost of the erection; 
Which if we find outweighs ability, 

What do we then, but draw anew the model 
In fewer offices; or, at least, desist 

To bu'ld at all.” [2 Henry IV, Act 2. 

The understanding here entered into may not 
have been strictly on the lines of the R.LBA 
form of contract, but there is more than a hint 
that sometimes the tender was too high (as 
not infrequently happens nowadays), and 


’ something had to be cut out to bring down the 


cost. 

Although the men who made or lost money 
on the job are now all on the same level, it would 
be interesting to know how the quantities were 
taken out and how the variations were adjusted. 
Perhaps we should learn something even in 
these days. when every other man is a “ Tommy 
Knowall.” Failing any reliable historical 
records, possibly some of your readers may have 
some old bills of quantities in their possession, 
or some data regarding the period when quan- 
tities ‘were first prepared on something like 
scientific principles. By this means we may 
be enabled to pick up a few links in the chain 
of evolution leading up to the latest production 
of the Quantity Surveyors’ Association. 

Alas ! everything up-to-date is old-fashioned, 


and one even wonders whether the taste for. 


basements is a reversion to type. 
Wiiuiim G. RicHARDSON, 


(See p. 344-) 
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NzcessiTY is not only the parent of invention, 
put also, it would seem, of ingenuity and of 
expediency. In the general eagerness to cope 

th the present acute shortage of housing 
wocommodation, many strange materials and 
many novel methods of construction are being 
advocated, each having its particular set of 
gevotees, who fondly imagine that they have 
gisoovered a panacea for the entire difficulty. 

A few weeks ago the cry was for pisé-de-terre 
construction, now it 1s for timber-frame 
buildings. Unfortunately, all these systems 

uire @ more thorough investigation and 
expert consideration than the lay mind is 
sither willing or able to concede, and no amount 
of “stunting” on the part of the daily Press 
should be permitted to lessen the thoroughness 
of such investigations by those who will ulti- 
nately be held responsible for any defects or 
shortcomings which may show themselves at 
come future time in the houses which are to be 
iuilt to-day. The Government housing policy 
will cost, we are told £335,000,000 ; but even 
such a stupendous figure would ultimately 
rove @ more economical expenditure than 
£135,000,000 spent in the provision of houses 
in which no one will desire to live, either on 
account of their unsuitability to the English 
national life—which, it must be admitted, 
is by no means identical to that of Canada—or 
on account of structural defects—défects which 
may quite possibly not occur in the buildings 
when erected in the country to which they are 
indigenous, but whieh may very probably 
appear in a country not possessing that par- 
ticular tradition of building, or the workmen 
versed in it; or, indeed, the material itself 
in sufficiently large quantities. \ 

In the United States and in Canada, the 
tradition of timber construction is the natural 
outcome of a material of which there is a 
plentiful supply at hand, and to-day the Colonial 
spirit has been carefully developed with many 
refinements, being combined, on the one hand 
with the dignified Georgian influence, and 
on the other with certain decorative motifs 
borrowed from France, with an effect of unique 
charm. Messrs. Murphy & Dana have been 
particularly successful in work of this descrip- 
tion. Their method of using the broad “ clap- 

‘board” along the length of a low house has the 

result of expressing a certain farm-house 
quality, which, when combined with these more 
scholarly elements, becomes peculiarly sug- 
gestive of the national history—a quality 
usually resident in the finest architectural 
achievements. \ 

There can be no doubt that to advocate 
extensive building operations in timber is to 
advocate a reversion from the present methods 
of construction in brick and stone and the 
possibly future method of constructing in 
concrete. To point, as is now being done, to 
certain houses built mainly of timber, which 
have survived an existence of, possibly, some 
two hundred years, is nothing short of a highly- 
specious form of argument, to refute which it 
would only be necessary to point out that there 
existed, doubtless, many thousands of dwellings 
contemporary with them, which have either been 
destroyed by fire, or have decayed from the 
very nature of the material out of which they 
were made. 

A considerable portion of the inspired writing 
which has appeared in the Press recently on 

this matter insinuates that wooden houses 
are prevalent in America and Canada to 
such a degree that one might be led to 
imagine that brick, stone and concrete were 
a yet unheard of, and that they are preferred 


to any of the more substantial materials. This 
8 far froma being the real case. New houses are, 
Wherever possible, being erected in brick, 


especially where many buildings are to be in 
close proximity to each other; and they are, 
needless to say, infinitely preferred to the more 
primitive and less substantial all-timber dwell- 
ings. But to make any comparison between 
the conditions in England, with its brick-fields, 
its stone and slate quarries, its highly-developed 


systems of transport, and, moreover, its very 
limited growth of timber, with a vast country, 
in some parts scarcely developed yet, with 
its immense timber resources, is indicative of 
@ lamentable confusion of thought. We have 
here our traditions of building, our superb 
example of brick and stone cottages, each 
district having its own particular charm. Are 
we to cast this priceless legacy aside, and, 
disregardful of everything, order our houses 
from @ printed catalogue as we would a motor 
chassis or the latest thing in swivel-hooks or a 
consignment of lever-motion. watches? This, 
we are told, is the method of the prospective 
building-owner in South America. Can we 
wonder at the apathy and the ignorance of the 
general public with regard to matters archi- 
tectural, when our daily papers urge them to 
press for a standardised system, whereby 
buildings are catalogued and houses imported 
by ship-loads ? 

Considered on its own merits, the two main 
objections to a timber-constructed house are : 
the great danger from fire and the necessity for 
working only with the most thoroughly-seasoned 
timber. Repeatedly, in America, whole dis- 
tricts, including great blocks of business pre- 
mises, have been swept away by fire; as for the 
disastrous results which are the outcome of 
working with insufficiently-seasoned wood and 
the consequent distortions and shrinkage, they 
are too well-known to require amplificetion. 

Much has been written lately concerning the 
obstructive effect of existing by-laws. In 
many cases, much of this criticism may be 
justified. For example, there are by-laws in 
existence that permit, in the way of brick 
construction, of nothing less than a 9-in. solid 
wall, thus excluding even the universally ac- 
cepted 4}in. hollow-wall for cottages. But 
Sections 24 and 25 of the 1919 Housing Act 
expressly deal with by-laws which are calcu- 
lated to prove an obstacle to any reasonably- 
sound method of construction, and permit of 
their being—at the desire of the local authority 
and with the approval of the Ministry of Health 
—altogether over-ridden. The Ministfy, how- 
ever, is not in a position to compel any local 
authority to discard its own by-laws, if it has 
no desire to do so. Many of the so-called 
obstructive clauses in these by-laws are ex- 
prersly for the purpose of reducing to a minimim 
the danger of fire, and it would be a most 
unwise procedure to indiscriminately cancel 
such sections without giving the matter most 
careful consideration. A fire amongst timber- 
built houses, even if averaging only eight to the 
acre, might have a most devastating result. 
The Ministry of Health, however, proposes to 
issue shortly new regulations which will place 
the whole arrangement on a more. definite 
footing, so that the local authorities will then 
be in a position to act on their own initiative, 
instead of, as at present, having to obtain the 
sanction’ of the Ministry for every proposed 
infringement of the existing by-laws. Wood 
corrugated iron and concrete are amongst the 
materials with which it is proposed to deal. 

The methods of constructing these wooden 
buildings vary somewhat. In the Army hut 
they were seen in their simplest form; that of 
studding and boarding, in some cases unlined, 
in others lined with match-boarding, three-ply 
or asbestos sheeting. The kind of framed- 
building or “ mill-cut”” house which at present 
appears to be suddenly finding so much favour 
is of a more solid construction, and consists, 
for the most part, of a studding of liberal 
scantling ouilt upon piles, or upon a foundation 
of concrete or of tarred sleepers» There is an 
ordinary lath and plaster lining and a double 
outside timber covering, separated by bitumen 
paper. Alternatively, the method is to line 
with boarding and to cover with feather board- 
ing or fine shingles. A concession to the English 
custom is suggested in connection with the 
heating and cooking arrangement, inasmuch 
that the construction of a brick flue and chimney 
is advocated in place of the stoves generally 
used with this type of dwelling. Another 
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feature in these houses to which the English 
tenant may take exception is the sliding doors— 
often badly fitting—by means of which the 
ground-floor rooms can be thrown ether. 
As for the appearance of these “ mill-cut ” 
houses, they are generally of the fretted barge- 
board type, than which in the way of incon- 
gruity in our own rural districts nothing more 
extreme could well be imagined; and a nation 
which permits its sweetest spots to be defiled 
by their presence in large numbers, having 
such a weglth of examples of chaste building in 
its midst, is unworthy of its rich architectural 
inheritance. 

Considering the proposition of wholesale 
importation from the financial aspect, it is 
not altogether so satisfactory as it may appear 
in the first flush of uncritical enthusiasm. 
Those who are conversant with the prices of 
these buildings in the country whence they 
originate, estimaté the cost of a wooden house, 
containing two bedrooms, a parlour, living 
room, bath and scullery, at £350. To this 
there must be added the extremely high cost 
of freightage and certain structural alterations, 
such as concrete foundations, possibly a brick 
plinth and chimney, and a damp course, to 
meet our own ideas of even the minimum 
safeguards against fire and damp. This would 
probably bring the cost of the building in its 
completed state to £700. Finally, it must be 


- remembered that the life of such a building is 


comparatively short, which, under a State 
scheme, would necessitate a heavy sinking 
fund. 

An interesting experiment in timber house 
construction has been carried out recently 
by Sir Charles Ruthen at Newton, near Swansea, 
The building is in the nature of a compromise ; 
the method of construction is on American lines, 
which in appearance is that of an English 
brick-built and rough-casted house. ‘There 
would seem to be but little justification for this 
constructional’ deceit. We have our own 
examples of timber construction, of which we 
have no reason to be ashamed, and to which 
we cannot do better than adhere. 

It is the intention of the Ministry of Health 
to erect a sample wooden house in a London 
park, where it will be on view to the public, 
The house is to be made in British Columbia. 
Although such a procedure will enable the public 
to estimate the accommodation and the general 
appearance, it will not afford them “much 
idea of its weather-resisting properties ; neither 
will they be in a position to gauge its condition 
in, say, ten or fifteen years. Furthermore, as is 
well-known, such tests are by no means effective, 
for just as the Army hut which is at present on 
view in St. James’s Park has been selected with 
especial care with regard to all details of joinery 
and the like, and was erected with the utmost 
precision, and, therefore, is not typical of the 
Army huts which are being offered for sale, 
so, too, it may be expected that the sample 
frame-building from British Columbia will be 
selected with great care before export, and will 
be erected under an expert supervision, which 
will certainly not be available for the ordinary 
purchaser. Whatever the verdict may be, it 
is the duty of the Government to safeguard the 
health and lives of the nation and the duty of 
the architectural profession to preserve and 
cherish the priceless heritage to which, let us 
hope, it may be its good fortune to add and to 
pass on to @ more appreciative generation 
than the present one would seem to be. 

—— 
Advances on Exports. 

The Board of Trade has issued a statement 
bringing up to date its announcement of 
September 5, regarding the scheme for advances, 
up to 80 per cent., of the cost of goods exported 
to Finland, the Baltic Provinces (Latvia, 
Esthonia and Lithiania), Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Jugoslavia, and the areas in Russia to which 
the scheme for insurance against abnormal 
commercial risks applies. ‘Forms for use by 
applicants, and copies of this announcement 
can be obtained from the Export Credits 
Department, 10, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C.2. 
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CONVERSION OF HOUSES INTO FLATS. 


Curious paradoxical situations are the 
inevitable outcome of the period of flux and 
instability in. which we so suddenly find our- 
selves placed. On the one hand we see evidence 
of luxury upon a4 well-nigh oriental scale; 
a dissipation of wealth, as from a limitless 
source, side by side with a marked retrenchment 
in quarters where such conduct would be least 
imagined to he necessary: A very natural 
manifestation of this latter phenomena is to 
be seen in the attempt to secure a household of 
reduced dimensions, and therefore one that may 
be maintained with greater ease and less expense 
and, as will probably soon be discovered, with 
but a small reduction of comfort, 

It may be imagined that a desire to be rid of 
the remembrances of the working hours and 
to seek recreation amidst pleasanter surround- 
ings has always characterised that section of 
mankind who have been employed during the 
greater part of their day upon purely mundane 
pursuits. Thus it comes about that those who 
could’ afford to do so, have sought seclusion in 
the purlieus of our larger towns, and so there 
have developed whole districts of noble man- 
sions, spreading ever outwards with the city’s 
ceaseless growth, until finally, with the sudden 
development of rapid transport, they have 
leaped out into the fields, leaving behind a trail 
of stately houses, which stand to-day pitiful 
shadows of their erstwhile splendour, in Brixton 
and Barnes, in Holloway and Hounslow, a 
visible testimony to the fickleness of mankind. 
And now to these, fallen from their high estate 
only by reason of their position, must be added 

a large number of houses which have become 
suddenly useless by reason of their unmanage- 
able dimensions. To these houses itis that 
both the State and private enterprise turn their 
attention; the one hoping there to discover a 
partial remedy for the housing shortage with 
which the country is so menacingly confronted, 
the other searching for a profitable investment. 
It should not be thought, however, that the 
idea of converting houses into flats and maison- 
ettes (‘“‘made-down”’ is the generic term for a 
build.rg which has undergone such a transforma- 
tion) is an entirely new one. The matter has 
long been receiving the attention of the Mansion 
House Council on Health and Housing, whose 
object’ has been rather to advocate the adapta- 
tion of existing buildings to present require- 





ments rather than to erect new ones. For the 
Council is of the opinion that it is more economi- 
cal—bearing in mind the present high cost of 
labour and materials—to carry out this work 
of conversion where 80 per cent. of the material 
is on the spot, than to erect new buildings 
which must furthermore be in places less 
conveniently situated in relation to the tenants’ 
work. 

The Mansion House Council on Health and 
Housing has now a book in the press dealing 
with the subject of “ made-downs,” which, in 
view of the extensive investigation which it 
has carried out, should be particularly opportune 
and useful. Already a vast amount of work 
of this nature has been undertaken by the 
various local authorities and others, in such 
districts as Kensington, Paddington, Trinity- 
square, &c. One of the earliest. schemes was 
that undertaken by the Camberwell Borough 
Council, who, under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act of 1890, acquired the freehold and 
leasehold interest of an insanitary area around 
Hollington-street, which they then proceeded 
to put into a state of sanitary repair, at a cost 
of about £45 per house. These houses were 
then let to the poorest type of tenant at a very 
low figure. 

Another early scheme was that undertaken 
by the Paddington Houses Association, Ltd., 
which dealt with houses in Woodchester-and in 
Clarendon-street. The latter street contains 
houses three stories in height with basements ; 
in all four floors, whose usual complement is 
four tenants. This undertaking yields a four 
per cent. dividend, after allowing for deprecia- 
tion of leaseholds and for a small reserve. 

An official ‘Manual on the Conversion of 
Houses into Flats for the Working Classes,” 
has just been published by the Ministry of 
Health (London: H.M. Stationery Office). The 
book is similar to the one already published 
by that department in connection with State- 
aided housing schemes, although considerably 
smaller (and cheaper; its price is Is. net) 
in that it is roughly divided into three parts. 
The first’ part briefly epitomises the various 
sections in the Housing Act, which are relevant 
to this particular subject; it also indicates the 
procedure to be taken by public authorities 
and others who may be desirous of under- 
taking schemes ; it furthermore indicates the 
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15 ft. Frontages, before and after<conversion. 
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class of property which is suitable to conversion, 
and deals with the general structural and 
sanitary requirements. The second part is com- 
posed of copies of the various forms upon which 
applications must be made, and the third part 
is composed of typical plans shown before and 
after conversion. It is this section which will 
be of most interest to the general reader, and 
comprises indeed by far the most valuable 
part of the publication. 

The information in the first part of the 
volume is not as copious as might be desired. 
While the Ministry has wisely refrained from 
being too dogmatic and exacting in its require- 
ments, it has perhaps erred in the extent of its 
brevity. Thus, while it is fully realised that 
each case must be dealt with on its own merits, 
seeing how it is so emphatically governed by its 
existing form, yet definite information on certain 
points would, we think, ‘not only have been 
welcomed, but might have had the effect of 
preventing authorities from embarking 
doubtful schemes, which must eventually be 
thrown out by the Ministry, but which indeed 
would’ never have been entered upon had 4 
more definite estimate of the Ministry’s requir’ 
ments been clearly stated at the outset. ‘Thus & 
statement of minimum accommodation and sizes 
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of rooms, might well have been included. 
Again, there is no allusion to the question of 
staircases; aS to whether they are preferred 
within the main building or outside it, or, 
‘indeed, whether they must be of fire-resisting 
construction. 1 L } 
and sanitary requirements,” terminates with 
the following paragraph: “Provision should 
be made for @ sanitary dustbin for each flat 
to be placed outside the dwelling and in the 
open air.” Only one of the many plans repro- 
duced in the Manual shows compliance to this 
order. The same section requires that each 
fat should have through ventilation from 
“front to back,”” or from “ side to side.”” Does 
yentilation into an area meet this requirement ? 
And, if so, there should be an indication of the 
minimum size of such an area, for if it be too 
small, it will act merely as a shaft, sweeping the 
vitiated air up or down, charged with the 
odour of bedrooms or kitchens, from one flat 
to another. 

In the conversion: of the pair of 16 ft. 6 in. 
fronted houses, the successful arrangement to 
which reference has already been made has been 
achieved, in which the basement and ground 
floor are combined.to form two flats, while all 
the higher floors accommodate a flat each. 

It is doubtful, however, if in all cases the 
available space has been utilised to the best 
advantage. For example, there seems but little 
reason to account for the retention of the two 
fights of stairs in the flat on the first floor of 
the 16 ft. 6 in. frontage house at the rear 
extension. One would have sufficed, and the 
available space could then have been thrown 
into the bedroom, another cut being made in 
the party-wall for access to the bath-room and 
w.c. There appears to be no light or ventila- 
tion of any kind in the entrance lobbies of the 
various flats. Another important defect seems 
to arise from the fact that, except by passing 
through the flat occupying the ground floor 
and basement, there is absolutely no access 
for the upper tenants to the back garden and 
yard, which appears—since no other provision 
is made—to be the only place for the dustbins, 
or indeed for drying clothes. 

The following figures, which deal with the con- 
version of houses similar in every respect to the 
l6ft, 6in. and the 15 ft. fronted houses which 
are illustrated in the Manual, are of particular 
interest, for they show how a sixty-year lease 
on the property may be acquired and the con- 
version carried out, for which, if a rent is charged 
such as the skilled worker can pay, the proposi- 
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16 ft. 6 in. Frontages, before and after conversion. 


tion becomes in some cases an economic one, 
It will be noticed that the loan, plus interest, is 
repaid in thirty years. It will be realised that 
the rents charged in no wise represent the market 
value of the flats, but nevertheless they will 
afford some idea of the immense profits which 
are being made owing to the current high charges 
for similar accommodation. 

At present no maximum figure has been fixed 
by the Ministry of Health for rents which may 
be charged for conversions carried out under the 
new Housing Act, so that it is not possible to 
estimate to what extent they will become 
economic propositions, but it is quite evident 
that for the poorest class of tenant they cannot 
nearly approach such a condition. 
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16 ft. 6 in. Frontages, before and after conversion. 





THE 16 FT. 61N. FRonTAGE. 





Sa 4. 
Purchase price (60 years’ lease) 824 0 0 
Cost of conversion .. 1,200 0 0 
£2,024 0 0 
Income. 
Four flats at £60 per annum, £240, 
Outgoings. 
Rates and taxes .. f- oo @°O@-@ 
Ground rent “ re ED, Oe 
Insurance, repairs, &c .. sit 68°78" @ 
Sinking fund to repay capital in 
30 years with 54 per cent. 
interest .. os ee -- 13811 0 
Total .. ee 4 -. £233 11 0 
Net profit .. oe . “8,8 ¢ 


THE 15 Fr. FRONTAGE, 
Purchase price (60 years’ lease) £1,278 0 0 





Cost of conversion 2,000 0 0 
£3,278 0 0 
Income. 
Six flats at £55 per annum, £330. 
' Outgoings. 
Rates and taxes a oe 75 0 0 
Ground rent... aie By 8 0 0 
Insurance, repairs, &c. ris 25 0 0 
Sinking fund to repay capital 
in 30 years with 5} per cent. 
interest .. .. we +: 206-0 0 
£334 0 0 
Deficit .. £4 0 O 
H. J. B. 


(To be co rtinued.) 
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Memorial Church at Ypres. 
Prebendary Carlisle, of the Church Army, 


who has recently returned from a visit to 
Ypres and Cologne, stated on Monday that the 
building of an English memorial church at 
Ypres is shortly to be commenced. The city 
authorities have approved the scheme, and 
have promised a site for the church, which is 
estimated to cost £25,000, 
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Sketches in the Devastated Area. 


Our illustrations this week include some 
admirable sketches, by Mr. John W. Simpson, 
President R.I.B.A., made during a recent 
tour of the devastated area of France and 
Belgium. An article by Mr. Simpson appears 
on page 344. 

Hunslet Housing Scheme. 

The Hunslet Rural District Council is carry- 
ing out its housing programme on two sites— 
one at Oulton, comprising 86 houses, and the 
other, at ,Templenewsam, for 155 houses. 
Work has already commenced on the roads 
and sewers, and it is hoped to commence 
building operations in the course of a few weeks. 
Mr. Ernest G. Allen, F.R.I.B.A., of 4, Arundel- 
street, Strand, W.C.2, is the architect. 


Liverpool Reconstruction. 


We illustrate this week a scheme for the 
reconstruction of St. John’s-gardens, Liverpool, 
by Mr. Leonard Barnish, A.R.I.B.A., who writes : 

“This scheme was made out many years ago, 
and its shortcomings are many—the placing 
of the sculpture is obviously wrong—but the 
view shows some of the possibilities of the 
subject. Why does not Liverpool inaugurate 
a competition and get some scheme worthy 
of the building (St. George’s Hall), and remove 
the foolish, meandering paths and absurd little 
balustrades which constitute the ‘lay-out’ 
at[present ?” 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


The Fine Art Society’s Memorial Exhibition 
of the late Edward Stott. 


One of the most interesting exhibitions 
of this autumn is that opened last week 
at the Fine Art Society, of the paintings 
and drawings of the late Edward Stott, 
A.R.A. Only last year, Edward Stott 
was still working in his quiet Sussex 
home at Amberley, and we had occasion 
later to notice in these columns the sale 
of his works at Sotheby’s, when some 
interesting work was on view, though not 
equal in interest to that now exhibited. 
The Fine Art Society paintings are 
admirably ‘hung, and also show ver 
completely the careful scaffolding wit 
which Stott led up to his finished crea- 
tions. 

Let us take here, as an instance, the 
“Orpheus,” which appeared, though 
still unfinished, in the 1918 Royal 
Academy. Besides the picture itself, 
there are no less than four studies for the 
figure (one of the head only) of Orpheus ; 
and, in some cases, these are finer in 
drawing than the finished work. The 
same remark applies to his male figure 
study for the “ Good Samaritan” and 
his charming: study of the female figure 
for “ The Echo,” exhibited in the R.A. 
of 1908; these studies show Stott as a 
most finished figure draughtsman, but 
in the transference to colour the fine 
drawing seems to lose something of its 
clean finish. The preparatory studies are 
always in charcoal, or, in_ landscape, 
more generally in pastel ; and it is to be 
noted that Stott himself said of his work; 
“TI work from light to darker tones, so 
that the sheen and brilliance may be 
always underneath.” The finished paint- 
ings are always in oil, and the most 
important of these here exhibited are 
(going back in order of time), the “ Or- 
sr ” and “The Summer Moon,” 
both in the R.A. of 1918; “ The Patri- 
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arch”’ (R.A., 1917), “The Entomb. 
ment” and “ The Sacred Pool” (both 
R.A., 1915), “ The Good Samaritan” 
(R.A., 1910, lent by the Hull Corpora- 
tion), the lovely “ Two Mothers” (R.4 
1909), and “The Old Barge” (R.A4” 
1904). 

Interesting though these are—eyep 
when he invests sacred subjects, such 
as the “ Entombment,” with somethin 
of the character of the English country- 
side—I think many will prefer those 
studies in which we seem to get closer to 
the artist himself, to his intimate life 
with nature in his Sussex solitude 
“ Life,” it has been said of him, “ jp 
the illumination of light and in the 
envelope of the incense-laden air of the 


‘field and lane, was the worship and 


— animating the art of Edward 
tott. . . . Often alone-on the Downs 
after the shepherd with his flock had 
returned to the fold, he would com. 
mune with himself over the ecstatic 
vision of seeing Earth go to sleep with 
heaving breast.” In his art, without 
hurry, without pose, he had caught the 
magic of the English countryside as no 
other has done within our time, and to 
its rendering had given without reserve 
his life, his genius. Such an exhibition as 
this is not to be missed ; the paintings of 
British mountains in the inner room, by 
Adrian Allinson, we are obliged to leave 
for a later notice. Their modern treat- 
ment and strong colour contrasts with the 
works we have just mentioned. 





MEETINGS. 


TUESDAY, October 7. 

The Industrial League and Council.—Lecture 
on “Some Trade and Labour Problems,” by 
the Rt. Hon. G. H. Roberts, M.P. At the 
Guildhall. 4.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, October 8. 

The Industrial League and Council.—Con- 
ference on Scientific Management. At the 
Institute of Journalists. 5.30 p.m. 
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Mr. ERNEST G. ALLEN, F.R.I.B.A., Architect, 
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SUGGESTIONS.—IX. 


By W. R. Lernasy. 


COMPETITION AND 


Last evening I had to give a little 
lecture on Guilds. A Guild—the asso- 
ciation together of those who follow the 
same craft—is the most typical of all 
voluntary societies The essential office 
of the Guild is to make regulations for 
the working welfare of the craft as a 
whole. Thus it touches life, and neces- 
sarily assumes moralities. In one aspect 
the early Christian churclies were guilds 
of conduct, and it seems to me most 
probable that their form of organisation 
must have been influenced by the Guild 
model. It is well known that the 
medieval universities were Guilds or 
colleges of scholars. College, indeed, is 
another word for Guild.. 

All Guilds especially. aimed at the 
elimination of unfair competition in 
procedure, the maintenance of quality 
iD production, and. the beneficial regu- 
lation of exchange. To do this they 
had to consider and lay down rules of 
trade morality. Thus, one of the 
“charges”’ in the old masonry books 
was, “ No master shall supplant another.” 
Modern trade unions- and professional 
societies are, in their essence, Guilds. 
This morning I find myself thinking once 
more of Architectural Competitions, and 
the very pressing need for really effective 
regulations, founded on full knowledge 
and frank goodwill. The now generally 
accepted methods of sanctioned competi- 
tion amongst architects is, I am fully con- 
vinced, gravely injurious in many ways 
to our art and our way of life. This 
architecture is a way of life, and the 
architecture is only another kind of build- 
ing according to plan. Architectural] com- 
petitions are terribly wasteful. One 
considerable professional tournament (and 
torment) may entail the aggregated, 
expenditure of some 30 years of labour, 
in scheming and sketching out and 
inking in and putting into perspective 
and colouring. This means that the 
equivalent of a highly trained working- 
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life is exhausted—a living man is sacri- 
ficed for every such competition. 

Over and above this frightful des- 
truction of power, such competition is 
bad general policy. It induces the 
thought held by the public that architects 
are people who throw off designs—* just 
an idea, you know, and we can pick out 
which we like; it is their custom, and 
architects seem to like the gladiator 
show.” Thus we aré thought of as facile 
sketchers, always ready to-enter into a 
genius prize-fight, rather than as experts 
in erecting buildings solid and sound. 

Again, the actual building results 
added up as a whole are, I have no 
doubt, bad—very bad. Energy is wasted 
in preliminaries, illusive glanrours have 
been raised, unnecessary commitments 
have been made, all on paper and before 
sufficient contact has been made with 
the true data and hard facts of the 
situation. All this, more or less, may 
be allowed, but yet the procedure has 
become customary, and one may hardly 
think that it could be entirely stopped. 
Indeed, in some classes of public works, 
there even seems to be some compelling 
reason in the method, and to some 
extent it has “a!ways” been followed. 
It is a question of more or less, and of 
wise regulation which can only be dealt 
with by statesmanship, benevolent policy 
and clear Guild rules framed in the 
interest of the whole body and of society 
in general. 

My intention in bringing this matter 
forward, is to try to suggest once again 
its tremendous cost to the whole body of 
architects. If the proportion of the 
waste were ever clearly seen by, and a 
sense of responsibility generated in, the 
governing body of our Guild or trade 
union, the disease might be isolated, 
treated and alleviated. First of all, we 
require a report on the magnitude of 
the problem. 
be made as to the custom of other 
unions. What do the Engineers do ? 
Then, ‘on the basis of some such report, 
we need a conference to consider the 
question from many angles, and to lay 
down amended rules of procedure. It 
is clear and certain that our customs 
might be modified in detail in many 
ways, and such modifications might 
together converge on a point where the 
worst evils would be healed. A greater 
sense of responsibility and honour must 
be awakened in the promoters of com- 
petitions. It must be shown them that 
it is a matter of trust. They must fully 
share the cost of the work called for. 
All waste labour should be cut away. 
This might be done by proceeding in 

stages. A ‘first step might be verbal— 
a letter of suggestion or short report. 
The methods of judging require recon- 
sideration and, I believe, amendment. 

As a spectator who has never engaged 
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in a competition since I reached years of 
discretion, or, at least, maturity, I feel 
great antagonism to the present working 
of the system of the retained assessor. 
If there is to be such sacrifice let the 
assessing class suffer their share too, and 
stand in with the body they should repre- 
sent. This part of the procedure might 
be altered in many ways. For instance, 
competitors might very properly claim 
to elect their‘own umpire, who would 
confer with a representative of the 
promoters. If the assessor were thus 
dire:tly selected by those who had con- 
tributed so much labour, thought and 
money in preparing schemes, he would 
feel bound to their service in a much 
more real and personal way than at 
present. However inadequate these 
notions are in themselves, they may 
serve to suggest a score of working 
improvements, which should help to 
make the competition system more 
reputable and less heartbreaking. 





-— 
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The Dulwich "College Memorial. 


A cross, erected in front of the College Chapel, 
n memory of old boys who have fallen in the 
war, was unveiled on Sunday last. 
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THE eDEVASTATED 








AREA -IN FRANCE. - 





[Wirn the object of bringing home to the 
British public the real state of affairs in the 
devastated area in Northern France and 
Belgium, the British Committee of the French 
Red Cross determined to pilot groups of repre- 
sentative men around the battlefields. In- 
vitations were accordingly extended to the 
President of the Royal Institute of British 


Architects, and to Sheriff Sir Banister Fletcher, | 


Member of the Council, R.I.B.A., who spent 
five days in the ruined region. In order to 
enable the architectural profession to see the 
real facts from an architect’s point of view, we 
have pleasure in publishing the following notes 
of their experiences. | 


DESOLATION AND DISTRESS IN 
FRANCE. 


Mr. John W. Simpson, P.R.1.B.A., 
writes: Insistent among the rather blurred 
impressions of a rapid pourney through 
the battle-fields of Northern France, is 
the picture of barbed wire and_ shells. 
Rusty wire and rusty shells. Wire in 
tangled masses, wire neatly tied in 
faggot-like bundles, wire in’ rdlls, shells 
and shell cases—great and small—in 
thousands of thousands. Wire and shells 
piled along the road-side, wire and shells 


collected in innumerable, immense “ R.E. - 


Dumps,” enclosed with still more wire. 
Lorries, too, in incredible numbers, close 
ranked in long-stretching,streets ; rusty 
and filthy like the shells and the wire 
they once varried, standing incongruous 
rom unsheltered in the open fields. Above 
all, the sense of bareness. To those who 
know France, the destruction of the trees, 
which shaded the roads and made them 
so beautiful, is even more shocking than 
that of the towns. The latter can be 
rebuilt, though their historic interest is 
obliterated ; but trees take long a-growing, 
and many a generation must pass along 
white, sun-scorched tracks, and curse 
the vile Boche who has sawn through 
every single trunk, leaving but a foot- 
high’ stump. Nor, on the authority of 
competent soldiers, was there any military 
pretext for this outrage, done in mere 
malice by beaten barbarians. Such trees 
as remain upon the country-side are 


dead, mutilated and flayed by shell-fire. 


The lovely woods are indicated only by 
scattered groups of ragged, broken poles 
bereft of foliage. The extent of the 
desolation is Se maa A tract of 
country fifty ometres wide, which 
extends for hundreds of miles, lies 
ruthlessly and systematically devastated. 
Not so much as a labourer’s cottage has 
escaped. 

So far as the revival of agriculture is 
concerned, fair progress seems to have 
been made in some parts, and crops are 
being got in. Thousands of Boches are 
filling in shell-holes, trenches and dug- 
outs, clearing the fields of the eternal 
wire, and collecting shells. Big, up- 
standing fellows these prisoners are— 
taller on the average, one would guess, 
than our own men—their physiognomy 
distinctly brutal as to a large proportion. 
Though their uniform does not show 
them to advantage; they look well- 
nourished and in good condition; the 
French soldiers, indeed, complain that 
the Germans are better fed than they are 
themselves. The “ Chinks,” too, of the 


‘ 


Chinese labour battalions are of surpris- 
ingly good physigue ; picturesque figures 
in their light, thin clothing, they seem 
less out of harmony with their surround- 
ings under the blazing sunshine than the 
Teutons of the P.O.W. camps. 

In other sectors, the fields. remain as 
the war left them; torn and pitted by 
high explosives, their surface churned 
into uneven masses as by an eartliquake. 
High roads everywhere are cleared, and 
shell-holes filled in more or less; but 
there is nothing of the “joy-ride” in 
motor travelling, and when running over 
the uneven, defective “ chaussées,” cars 
and passengers alike approach the limits 
of their endurance. 

Of the ruined towns there is little to 
be said, save by way of memory of what 
they were. One heap of building rubbish 
1s much like another; maps and sign- 
boards may tell you that these broken 
masses of stone and brick, to which 
tenacious fragments of roofs and floors 
still cling, were once La Bassée, and tliat 
those were Peronne ; there is nothing but 
the site by which to identify the busy, 
interesting town we once knew. Some, 
like Arras and St. Quentin, are stil] 
standing, though, so far as could be seen , 
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without a building, small or great 
undamaged. The returning inhabitants 
fill their glassless windows with oiled 
paper or other semi-transparent materia] 
enna the roofs, walls and ceilings as 
best they may with sheets of corrugated 
iron, or whatever is available, and resume 
their interrupted life. St. Quentin 
market-place is brisk and busy, despite 
a gang of Boches digging for an unex- 
ploded mine by the Hétel de Ville, under 
uard of two “ poilus ” with persuasive- 
ooking bayonets. 

Speaking broadly, reconstruction is 
not even touched at present ; the bui!1- 
ings, where not demolished, are insecure 
to danger point, and it is to be feared that 
many will collapse when heavy weather 
sets in. The sewers under the shell- 
cratered roadways must be in lament- 
able condition, .and epidemics would 
cause no surprise. Heating, lighting, 
water supply, are all lacking, or at ‘best 
very defective ; winter will bring much 
misery to these hapless communities, 
Yet, the refugees will not be denied; 
they make their way back even into such 
places as Lens, where streets and houses 
are mere chaos of brick refuse, slates, 
and rafter-ends. They seek out what 
they decide to be their former dwelling, 
construct a lean-to of rough boarding or 
sheet-iron,.and support life as they may . 





From a sketch by Mr. JoHN W, Simpson, P.R.I.B.A. 
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~ jt is often hard to say how, for in.some 


laces the very Toads are destroyed, and 
these poor campers-out are quite inacces- 
sible by wheeled traffic. oy 

Among these sufferers, the - British 
Committee of the French Red Cross 
carries on its noble and courageous work. 
Unpaid, unseen, living under conditions 
of great hardship (their flimsy quarters at 
Vitry were fireless last winter), these 
devoted folk, mainly women and girls, 
distribute to the necessitous according to 
their wants. The organisation is excel- 
lent, the methods of relief effective and 
economical: each casé is visited, the 
needed “ marmite,” “‘ casserole,” bedding, 
food, is supplied—but never money. 
The duty is difficult and trying, not free 
from actual danger. A girl takes out 
her lorry of supplies alone, for hands are 


few; she must do her own running, 


repairs in case of breakdown, she is 
without means of defence, and the 
country is far from safe. But a fort- 
night back a British officer was murdered 
outside St. Quentin; ‘I dare not allow 
my girls out in the town after sunset,” 
said a Lady Commandant. There is 
hospital work as well, casualties from 
unexploded shells, for instance, are 
frequent ; - detonators have a fatal 
attraction for children, and there are 
always several cases of little hands or 
fingers blown off by those dreadful 
playthings. 

Certainly, a visit to the devastated 
zone is a very saddening experience ; yet 
amid the gloom the French Red Cross 
glows bright and reassuring, a symbol of 

resent help in time of trouble, of hope 
o future salvation—J. W. 8. 





A TOUR OF THE WAR AREA. 


By Sheriff Smr BanistER FLETCHER, 
¥F.R.I.B.A, 


Leavine London on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 3, a halt was called at Boulogne 
for the first night, and this town seems 
to have suffered comparatively little 
damage owing to the excellent local 
aerial defences. An early start was 
made from Boulogne on the 4th, when 
the party commenced its pilgrimage in 
staff cars of the French Red Cross. Pass- 
ing up to the heights above Boulogne, 
the high road to St. Omer, which was, 
like most others, -in bad condition, 
owing to war traffic and war-time 
neglect, was reached. St. Omer itself, 
planted on rock amidst islands and 
canals, was for a time the headquarters 
of the British Expeditionary Force, 
and received the attentions of the Boche 
suitable to its importance as a military 
centre. The old tower of St. Bertha 
still rears its medigwval head above its 
neighbours, and much of the war damage 
to this once walled and fortified cit 
seems already to have been made af 
_ Hazebrouck, on the River Bourre, an 
important railway junction, was next 
reached. After a run through Bailleul 
in making our way towards Ypres, we 
received the first great shock ; for here, 
on either side of the highway a scene 
of desolation was opened out ‘before us, 
particularly noticeable in the tall poplar 
trees, which when not shot down, had 


‘been rendered lifelbss 7 to the bark 


having been stripped off by shell fire, 


; 
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so that they Spee as dead, not as 
living trees. These flayed trees, which 
had been the guardians of the highway 
of social intercourse and commerce, 
were to us the first grim testimony of 
the death-dealing destruction of war. 
Arrived at Ypres, the shock was 
intensified when we beheld that. which 
to all intents and’ purposes has been left 
a city of the dead—dead activities, dead 
buildings, dead streets and departed 
citizens. The contrast between a visit 
in 1913 and to-day is, indeed, heart- 
rending. Then, its streets resounded 
with the hum of busy life, its chimes 
pealed out from cathedral and churches, 
and it is not too much to say that Ypres 
as Ypres no longer exists. The Cloth 
Hall is stripped of its historic glory, 
the Town Hall is stricken to the ground, 
the Cathedral is rent in twain, and even 
the Market Place is scourged out. of 
recognition. Photographs will have ren- 
dered this clear, but nothing short of a 
visit to the spot will make it possible 
for anyone to visualise the tragedy of 
a city ruined and laid low by continued 
bombardment. The open market place 
itself is hardly recognisable by reason of 
the shell-holes which have rent _ its 
surface; and the mounds of ruins which 


are piled around. The Cloth Hall is a 


mere shell which only retains some 
portions of its outer and lower walls, 
and a fragment of its tower. The rows 
of historic statues have been shot away, 
as also the roof, with its fine medieval 
vaulting, beautiful traceried windows and 
frescoes of the history of the town; 
while even the small parts which remain 
are so lumbered up with mounds of 
fallen masonry that they are difficult 
to outline, even by art architect who is 
familiar with the original plan. The 
well-known Renaissance Town Hall 
alongside has been wiped out, while of 
the adjacent Cathedral only parts of the 
lower structure still stad: The street’ 
itself has been pierced by shells, which 
have exposed the underground water- 
course. With much difficulty we-made 
our way through piles of fallen maso 

to what is left of the Cathedral, and this 


is practically unrecognisable in its fallen 
state. So thorough has been the de- 
struction that we failed to find any traces 
of the inn on the Grand Place where we 
had enjoyed a French déjeuner before 
the war. The.city in its present state 
reminds one more of Pompeii, in Italy, 
or of Timgad, in North Africa; but in 
reality the damage is still more thorough, 
as even the streets have been destroyed, 
and one cannot, as in these ancient ruins, 
trace the marks of the chariot wheels on 
their stones. It is said that the Belgian 
Government does not intend to attempt 
to rebuild the city, but will build a New 
Ypres outside the old, and Jeave the piles 
of ruins, which were once a town, as an 
enduring monument to German shame 
and German perfidy. 

With a heavy heart we passed on our 
way to Menin, and across the frontier 
to Tourcoing, always amid ragged scenes 
of desolation similar to that which was 
concentrated in Ypres. Reaching Croix, 
a commune outside Lille, we saw the 
calculated destruction of the great 
wool-combing factory ; all the 
machinery had been wantonly wrecked 
by the Germans during their stay. 

Next day we made an early start for 
Lille, where the damage done early in the 
war was already in course of repair so as 
to restart the industrial life of this busy 


town. We visited the dump on theout- | 


skirts of the city, the blowing up of which 
by treachery had shattered the neigh- 
pouring buildings. Here, numbers af 
German prisoners in their drab green 
uniforms are employed on a variety of 
works. It was with a strange mingling of 
feelings of surprise and satisisction that one 
saw these gangs of enemy workers set to 
restore that which they had destroyed. 


We then proceeded to La Bassée and 


Lens, leaving Loos on our right, to Vimy _ 


and the Vimy Ridge, and so on to Arras, 
another of the ruined cities of the plain 
where the old Hétel de Ville, dating from 
the sixteenth century, retains only a 
stump of the graceful and soaring Renais- 
sance belfry which formerly dominated 
the market place from a height of 250 ft. 
The arcaded buildings which stood around 
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the spacious Grande Place and the Petit 
Place have been gashed, rent and scarred, 
so that only mutilated phantoms stand 


around heaps of stones collected together | 


from various buildings ; and as we gazeon 


- this and similar scenes we seem to see a 


stone quarry from which the great spirit of 
France will once again repair the waste 
of desolation and raise again the cities 
that have been thrown down. 
Proceeding north-eastwards, we made 
for Vitry. The Society is here carrying 
on its work in a most practical way by 
supplying returning refugees’ with the 
necessaries of life, clothing and household 
utensils. We then proceeded to Douai, 
famous for the ‘“ Douai Bible,” and 
situated on the canalised channel of the 
Scarpe.' Passing through ruined streets, it 


was an agreeable surprise to find that the » 


noble Hotel de Ville, dating from the 
fifteenth century, with its five-storied 
belfry, apparently remains intact. After 
a short stay here, a start was made onthe 
road to Cambrai. Throughout the day 
we noticed tat the country had com- 
pletely lost its original character, because 
the Boches had sawn off, about 2 ft. from 
the ground, the great poplar trees which 
formerly lined the main highways, and 
these tree stumps stand as a memorial of 
the wanton nature of German occupation. 
We now took up our last stage on the road 
to St. Quentin. This was one of the worst 
roads we had to traverse, for incessant 
war traffic had made many and deep 
impressions on what was once the fine 
surface of a route nationale. Passing 
through Le Catelet, we paused to examine 
the Bellicourt Canal, made by Napoleon I 
to pass underground through the moun- 
tains and so to connect the water highways 
of that district. This was used by the 


_Germans as a safe retreat from shell 


fire. . 

The following morning we made a 
hurried survey of the damage, which has 
beer cdnsiderable, although the Hotel de 
Ville, of the fifteenth century, with its 
fagade of pointed arches, has escaped. 
Thejfine Cathedral of St. Quentin dating 
from the twelfth and fifteenth centuries 
has received so much attention from the 
Boches 'that the roof and most of the 
vaulting have gone, but the famous circular 
transept windows still remain. It was 
interesting to note how the destroyed 
flying buttresses had already been re- 
placed by timber strutting to hold the 
walls in position. St. Quentin was one of 





2 | Amiens Cathedral. 


From a Photograph by Sir’ BanIsTER 
° FLETCHER, F.R.I.B.A. 








the few places where we noted any 
attempt at reconstruction, either in 
churches or secular buildings ; the French 
may be waiting for the distribution of the 
indemnities which they look to receive 
‘before proceeding to carry out this work. 


About midday we started for Peronne, 
a small town on the Somme, with ‘the 
destruction of which many photographs 
and war pictures have made us familiar. 
From here to Albert, on the Ancre, the 
country presents an even more desolate 
apemerence, and shell-holes pit the surface 
of the land like pock-marks, so that one 
would despair of its ever again bearing 
fruitful crops, did not one know the 
amazing energy and power of recupera- 
tion of our gallant Ally. Albert rivals 
Ypres in its total destruction,and many 
will recall the statue of the Virgin leaning 
suspended, as by a miracle, from the 
tower of the Cathedral, which has now 
been jealously -removed to safer 
quarters 


We next made for Amiens, for the 
night. We had now left behind us the 
nightmare of ruins; and, though Amiens 
itself was hit by gunfire, it does not 
appear to have suffered greatly compared 
with the cities in the war zone. The west 
front of the Cathedral was defended by 
sandbags, which have now been removed, 
so that» the beautiful sculptures, so 
lovingly described by Ruskin, remain 
intact. We noticed, however, that the 
canopied stalls, for which Amiens is world- 
famous, are still protected by their bags 
of sand. 


Next morning we slipped early out of 
the silent city on our way back to 
Boulogne, and now, almost for the only 
time, enjoyed the peace of a compara- 
tively good road, as we journeyed with the 
valley of the Somme in view to Abbeville. 
Beyond certain damage to farmhouses 
along the route, we were out of the region 
of dévastation and destruction. A hurried 
look at the famous flamboyant church of 
St Vulfram at Abbeville enabled us to 
realise how great is the gulf between the 
cities of-the war zone and those that are 
outside it. Proceeding northwards, we 
came by pleasant country ways to Mont- 
reuil, known to many of those who have 
served in the war as the British G.H.Q., 
which still retains its now useless 
medizval walls, and is a haunt of artists 
and visitors from Etaples. 


To Lieut. Parker-Cater and the officials 
of the French Red Cross: we record our 
grateful thanks for all the careful pro- 
vision so successfully made for this- inte- 
resting but saddening expedition. The 
circle of our tour of 400 miles was completed 
at Boulogne whence we had started, and 
we took boat to England with a sense of 
gratitude deeper than ever before that the 
silver sea encircled our little island and 
thus ensured our country against the 
fiendish destructidn of a foe who had no 
regard for the dictates of humanity, for 
laws of war, or for treasures of art, who 
spread destruction for destruction’s sake, 
sacking, breaking and ravishing as he 


" went. be 


Architecturally speaking, one broad 
fact impressed itself upon us, and that is 
the extraordinary tenacity building 
materials possess. We frequently saw 
arches with only one abutment. still 
remaining firmly in position. by mere 
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cohesion, and supporting heavy walls 
above. At St. Quentin, in the Market 
Hall, the foundation of one of the iron 
columns has been shot away, but the 
column remains standing, held in position 
by the superstructure which it was 
intended to support. 

From start to finish there was nothing 
but the dead, unrelieved monotony of one 
prevailing feature, and that feature was 
destruction—-of all alike, whether 
churches, town halls, dwelling houses, 
shops, gardens or trees—nothing escaped, 
except as by a miracle. Destruction was 
the intention and preservation was the 
accident, of infrequent occurrence. The 
cities were razed to the ground from which 
they sprang, torn walls stand here and 
there to testify to what had been a build- 
ing, mounds of stone indicate former 
dwellings, from which the inhabitants had 
fled, homeless and defenceless, to take 
shelter in other towns which often, in their 
turn, suffered the same ruthless fate. 
One asks oneself where are the people, 
the men,:-women and children, who once 
traded, kept house and went to school in 
these war-swept districts. The French 
Red Cross is seeking them, caring tor 
them and re-establishing them, so that 
these unhappy people may once more be 
planted on their well-beloved land. The 
ancient ruins of Pompeii are orderly and 
dignified compared with these modern 
ruins of the long series of towns through 
which we made our sad pilgrimage in 
industrial north-east France; for in 
Pompeii the ruins have been cared for 
and set in order by archeologists for the 
study of subsequent ages, and some such 
work may be undertaken, at any rate at 
Ypres, where the torn and jagged tower 
of the Cloth Hall points like a finger to the 
insensate fury of the modern Hun. In 
a short time all these heaps of stones, 
which once were homes, will be cloihed 
with the mercy of nature’s verdure and 
thus they will resemble the shapeless 
mounds which are now nearly all that 1s 
left to indicate the departed glory of old 
Babylon. 

The fair land of France lies torn, 
mangled, and bleeding from every vein, 
from city, town, commune and countryside 
in this appalling war zone, and it remains 
for those who are still safe and untouched 
to come to the help of the brave and 
practical Red Cross of France to heal the 
wounds that fair country has suffered in 
the cause of all humanity. 


a 


) 





Cathedral and Factory, Vitry. 
From a Photograph by Sir BanisTER 
FLETCHER, F.R.I.B.A. 
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING NOTES. 


Birmingham. 
At a meeting of the Housing Committee, it 


‘ was reported that the erection of 28 houses 


in Belcher’s-lane was well in hand, and that 
preliminary work is in progress in connection 
with 81 houses in Linden-road, and 650 in 
(otterill’s-lane. The chairman stated that the 
Committee had already reported unfavourably 
on wooden houses, and saw no reasor to alter 
its decision. : 
Cambridge. 

The Town Council is arranging for the pro- 
yision of about 150 workmen’s dwellings in 
the First Eastern Military Hospital. 

Eastry. 

The Eastry (Kent) Rural District Council 
has received tenders for the erection of six 
working-class houses, the lowest of which was 
£4,795. The Council decided to apply to the 
Ministry of Health for guidance. 


Willesden. 

The Housing Commission has refused to 
sanction the Council’s housing scheme, owing 
to the excessive cost. The plans included 
verandahs, French casements, wardrobes im all 
bedrooms, hot - cupboards, tiled hearths and 
electric light, and the lowest tender received was 


£1,100 per house, which would involve a rental . 


of 35s. per week, 


Chertsey. ; 

The Rural District Council has decided to 
alter its building by-laws in order to permit the 
erection of wooden structures as dwelling houses, 
and the construction of a wooden cottage on a 
farm has been sanctioned. Consent has also 
been given to the erection of a wooden chalet 
near Byfleet, as an experiment. It is estimated 
that the chalet will.be completed within one 
month, and will cost about one-third the amount 
of a similar building in brick. 


Scotland. 
‘The Scottish Board of Health has issued a 
circular to local ‘authorities, setting out the 
duties of local authorities under the Housing, 
Town-Planning, &c. (Scotland) Act, 1919, and 
urging that particulars of schemes should be 
submitted to the Board at the earliest possible 
date. Copies of the circular may be -obtained 
a H.M. Stationery Office, Edinburgh, price 
The Government Housing Scheme. 
With the object of promoting a wider know- 
ledge of the powers and obligations of local 
authorities under the Housing and Town-Plan- 
ning Act, 1919, the Ministry of Health has issued 
booklet, entitled “‘ Housing *’ (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 2d. net), which gives the main 
provisions of the Act in a popular and easily 
understandable form. Chapters are included 
1 previous housing Acts, the provision, con- 
version and repair of houses, financial assistance 
by the State, the question of slum areas, the 
powers of County Councils and what may be 
done in the matter by private persons. Em- 
phasis is laid on the necessity for the provision 
of dwellings before the winter, and local authori- 
ties are urged to press on with schemes already 
in hand, and to commence actual building 
operations forthwith. With regard to house- 
plans it is poiated out that the model plans in the 
~ Manual” are only for guidance, and it is not 
intended that they should be slavishly followed. 
‘al tastes and customs should be considered 
and sameness in design .should be avoided. 
Generally, the Ministry favours the self-con- 
tained, two-story type of cottage, with not 
less than three bedrooms. In fixing rents, the 
~lnistry favours the probable cost of building 
. 1927 being taken as a standard, and this, 
: e Ministry suggests, should be reckoned at 
wo-thirds of the present cost. The pamphlet 
ould be very useful to members of housing 
*ommittees, &c., and its study will be found a 
ei”, ane method of mastering the 
ions of t e Act j 

Complicated claves. than wading through the 


WEEKLY HOUSING RETURN. 


The weekly return of housing progress issued 
by the Ministry of Health states that the num- 
ber of new schemes submitted to the Ministry 
during the week ended September 20 was 180, 
bringing the total number of schemes submitted 
by local authorities and public utility societies 
to 5,014, comprising approximately 46,000 
acres.- The total number of schemes approved 


is 1,643, comprising about 20,000 acres. The’ 


number of house-plan schemes submitted is 
587, representing 35,153 houses. House-plan 
schemes representing 21,509 houses have been 
approved. 

In pursuance of the scheme of‘ converting 
suitable houses into flats for the working- 
classes, the London Housing Board has now 
inspected 3,500 dwelling-houses in London. 
Of this number, 1,150 have been found to be 
suitable for the purpose in view, and it may be 
expected that they will be readily available for 
purchase. Additional houses to the number of 
950, which have been under inspection of the 
Board may, it is hoped, be found obtainable 
for this purpose of conversion. 

The Ministry has appointed a committee to 
consider the principles which should be 
adopted in the clearance of slum areas. This 
body, which is a Sub-Committee of the Advisory 
Council on Housing, will be known as the Slums 
Areas Committee, and will consist of Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain, M.P. (chairman), Mrs. 
E. Barton, Mr. R. L. Reiss and Mr. E. J. Brown, 
to whom Dr. Addison has added Mr. ©. W. 
Bowerman, M.P., Dr. W. J. Howarth (Medical 
Officer of Health for the City of London), Mr. 
R. C. Maxwell and Mr. G. L. Pepler. 

The Ministry has also appointed an Agricul- 
tural Rents Committee to consider the initial 
rents to be charged by local authorities for 
houses’ built under the Government scheme in 
rural areas. Of this committee, Mr. H. Hob- 
house is the chairman, and the members are 
Mr. H. R. ‘Aldridge, Mrs. A. D. Sanderson 
Furniss, both of whom are members of the 
Housing Advisory Committee. Dr. Addison has 
added Mr. R. R. Robbins and Mr. E. F. C. 


_ Mosse, and a representative of Labour will be 


appointed. Both these committees will meet 
at an early date. ‘ 

Details of local authorities’ schemes dealt 
with during the week are as follows :— 


, Building Sites. 


Schemes Submitted.—The number submitted, 
by 57 local authorities, was 179, bringing the 
total to 4,947, covering approximately 42,210 
acres. The new schemes are as follows :— 

URBAN. ACRES. 

Walthamstow (2 sites) .. -- 93.00 


Lincoln as ‘ ae -- 67.92 
Twickenham sid - -- 67.90 
Irlam (2)... be tip ov. 8.97 
Droylesden .. ps o .- 25.87 
Blackpool. .. ~ ae »- °20.75 
Aberdare... es ie -- 19.49 
Deptford .. Js ab 17.32 
Ashby Woulds (2) .. ei .. 14.65 
Bedlingtonshire .. .. .. 12.59 


Barnes, 8.5; Dorchester, 1.92; Flockton, 
1.75; Montgomery (2 sites), 1.5; Montgomery 
(1); New Windsor, 5.11; Prudhoe (2), 3.66; 
Skelmersdale, 1.75; Stratton and Bude, 1.29; 
Waltham Holy Cross, 8; Winsford, 1.18. 


RURAL. ACRES. 
Blofield (26 sites) :.. ae .. 45.84 
Lutterworth va EK «. 38.27 
Branston (19) ¥ - ~-- 31.15 
Biggleswade (8) _... be -. 28.29 
oe (3).. »a +. .- 26.78 
Melford (9) .. ‘i ad -. 13.42 
Hexham (5) .. és - -- 12.50 
Henden (2) .. sd a oo > hava 


Forden (24) .. me aa «s 18.00 

Billericay, 1.95 ; Buckingham, 1.9; Chertsey 
(2), 4.99; Chipping Sodbury (2), 8.84; Chorley, 
1.57; Clare (2), 2.19; Cricklade and Wootton 
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Bassett (2), 2.64; Depwade, 2.72; Dolgelly, 
.25; Epping (2), 6.5; Frome (3), 6.76 ; Glouces- 
ter, 3; Leéxden and Winstree (3 sites), 5.76; 
Lichfield, .5; Luton (3), 5.35; Marshland (2), 
8; More (2), 5.94; Ogwen (3), 4.19; Plympton 
St. Mary (3), 2.68; Romford (2), 5.95; Tend- 
ring, 2.5 ; Thornbury (2), 2.67; Tisbury (3), 2.32 ; 
Uffington, .33; Warminster (4), 3.5; Wincan- 
ton (5), 3.57; Wirral, 1.5. 

County Counctt.—Worcestershire, .75. 

Schemes A pproved.—EKighty-one schemes were 
approved, comprising an area of 818 acres. 
This brings the total to 1,624, covering ap- 
proximately 19,340 acres. The schemes newly 
approved were as follows :— 


URBAN. ACRES. 
Abercarn .. 63 ef .. 57.30 
Barfield ie ‘3 ‘i 24°: ae 
Eastbourne .. e ia ny 2.00 
Golborne... - ee .. 12.00 
Haydock .. a ar .. 10.00 
Horsforth a . .. 66.50 
Hucknall Torkard .. 7 ant Me 
Ilford. . ae at é's .. 24.30 
Liverpool .. aa - -. 35.00 
Llanfrechfa Upper .. o% .. 15.50 
Manchester -. ah Me .. 213.50 
Midsomer Norton (2 sites) ee | 
Newton-in-Makerfield Bet «+ eS 
Plymouth .. ari és -» 12.00 
Rugeley * - os -- 15.00 
Wigan oar cep aN -» 12.00 
Woodford .. ’ 28.00 


Billinge, 3; Blandford Forum, 6; Bletchley, 
1.91; Cowbridge, 2.87 ; Dodworth, 7.43 ; Hey- 
wood, 9:4; Lambeth, 9.25; Malvern, 1,24; 


Pickering, 9.81; Wallasey, 2.26; Watchet, 
2.15; Whitefield, 8. 
RURAL: AcRES. 
Easington (2 sites) .. 2% -. 18.20 


Long Crendon (5) .. ha -- 10.00 

Bath, .5; Berkhampstead, 4.75; Beverley 
(2),.75; Billericay (2), 2.26; Bradfield (2), 2.48 ; 
Cirencester, 2.5; Clare (2), 2.98; Depwade (2), 
3; Dunmow (2), 3.30; Escrick (2), 1.5; Eton, 
4.54; Forehoe, 2; Godstone, 1: Huntingdon, 1; 
Lanchester, 5.2; Malling (8), 8.02; Newport 
Pagnell, 1; Ripon, 1; Saffron Walden, 2.10; 
South Stoneham, 5.37 ; Tisbury, .67; Towcester 
(5), 5.25; Upton-on-Severn (3), 7; Win- 


canton, 1. 
. Lay Outs. 

-Schemes Submitted.—Thirty nine schemes were 
submitted by 23 local authorities, bringing the 
total to 891. The new lay-out schemes were 
as follows :— 

Unpan.—Brighton, Caerphilly, Dorchester; 
Littlehampton,. Mirfield, Northfleet, Northwich, 
Panteg, Ramsbottom, Rhymney, Royton, Wil- 
lenhall, Wombwell. 

RuraL.—Biggleswade (8 sites), Epping, Eve- 
sham (2), Hemel Hempstead, Luton, Maldon, 
Neath (2), St. Mellons (8), Tendring, Walsing- 
ham. 

Schemes A pproved.—The following 27 schemes, 
promoted by 22 local authorities, were approved, 
bringing the total to 463 :— 

Urnpan.—Baldock, Bolton, Brighton, Chelms- 
ford, Ilford, Maldon, Manchester, Stratford-on- 
Avon, Warrington, Willenhall, Wilmslow. 

Rural.—Depwade (5 sites), Durham, Epsom, 
Evesham (2), Hemel Hempstead, Luton, 
Maldon, Pontefract, Pontypool, Runcorn, West- 


hampnett. 
House-Plans. 

Schemes Submitted.—Forty-five full schemes 
and two part schemes, representing 2,147 houses, 
were submitted by 31 local authorities. This 
brings the ‘total to 557, and the number of 
houses to 30,520. The new schemes are as 
follows :— 

Ursan. — Caerphilly, 50 houses; Chelms- 
ford, 12; Desborough, 20; Dorchester, 14; 
Irlam, 302; Lancaster, 6; Leek (part 
scheme), 32; Live 1, 44; Morley, 16; 
Morpeth, 72 ; Newcastle-on-Tyne, 100 ; Panteg, 
80; Rhymney, 150; Seaham Harbour, 12; 
Stratford-on-Avon, 70; Tettenhall, 40; Wal- 
lasey, 33 ; -Wath-upon-Dearne, 492; Willenhall 
(2 schemes), 120. 
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- Epsom, 10; 
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RuraL.—Biggleswade (8 schemes), 179 
houses’; Bradfield, 12 ; Depwade, 6 ; Doncaster, 
60; Evesham (2), 40; Epping, 20; Guildford, 
12; Luton, 6; Northampton, 111; St. Mellons 
(8), 124; Tendring, 8 ; Welwyn (part,scheme), 4. 

Schemes Approved.—Twenty-six full schemes 
and two part schemes, promoted by 23 local 
authorities, were approved, bringing the total 
number of full schemes approved to 348 and 
the number of houses represented to 20,918. 
The schemes newly approved are as follows:-— 

Urnpan.—Bradford, 142 houses ; Chelmsford 
12; East Barnet Valley (part scheme), 10; 
Ilford, 86; Irlam, 302; Lancaster, 6; Leeds» 
47; Leek (part scheme), 32; Liverpool, 44; 
Maldon, 16; Morley, 16; Stratford-on-Avon; 
70; Tettenhall, 40; Wallasey, 33; W illenhall 
(2 schemes), 120. 

RuvuRAL.—Depwade (4 schemes), 22 houses ; 
Evesham (2), 40; Luton, 6; 
Northampton, 11; Pontypool, 6; Westhamp- 
nett, 8; Wincanton, 8. 


<i 
i 





HOLLOW CONCRETE-BLOCK 
CONSTRUCTION. 


THE cost of the materials used in the manufac- 
ture of concrete is an important factor in the 
ultimate cost of a building, and in some houses, 
which we recently saw in course of erection, the 
mixture consisted of one part of cement, four 
of clinker and one of sand. The clinker is 
broken to about a }-in. mesh, and the mixture 
is made up with water and Lillington’s Metallic 
Liquid in the proportion of five to one. It is 
claimed that the Metallic Liquid waterproofs, 
hardens and strengthens the mixture, enables 
the speedy removal of the block from the mould 
and renders inert any salts or alkali in the 
cement. The amount of liquid used varies 
according to the conditions, but averages 
between 8 to 12 gallons per cubic yard, or 
one-third pint of Metallic Liquid per block. 
The blocks can be turned and the wood bottom 
removed within 24 hours and can be used within 
seven days. ‘The blocks, which measure 27 in. 
by 9 in. by 6 in., and weigh about 48 Ibs., are 
of hollow construction, and are made with 
slotted ends, which fit into each other when the 
wall is being constructed. The cavities, which 
run from top to bottom of the wall, are connec- 
ted by horizontal grooves at each course, and, 
with gratings immediately above the damp 
course and under the eaves, a continuous air 
— is provided throughout the whole of the 
wall. 

The blocks are turned out by one man at the 
rate of 10 per hour, and are laid by two men 
at about the same rate. The blocks were being 
made for the contractor by Messrs. George 
Lillington & Co., Ltd. (of 40, Holborn Viaduct, 
E.C.), who also supply the moulds and Metallic 
Liquid. 


—s 
— 





Pembroke Builders’ Wazes. 


The Court of Arbitration have made the 
tollowing wages award in the ¢ase of the build- 
ing trade operatives employed by a number 
of Pembroke and Pembroke Dock builders. 
The masons and carpenters shall receive such 
further advance, if any, as will bring their 
hourly rate up to Is. 3d. The labourers con- 
cerned shall receive such further advance as 
will bring their hourly rate up to ls. 

The hourly rates fixed under certain clauses 
of the award are based on the weekly working 
hours at present in force. The claim that the 
rates of the men concerned should be further 
advanced to the rates of the South Wales and 
Monmouthshire Agreement, as and from 
June 30, 1919, has not been established. The 
rates fixed in accordance with the award shall 
be the substituted rates of the workpeople 
concerned for the purposes of the wages (Tem- 
porary Regulation) Acts, 1918 and 1919. The 
award shall take effect as from the beginning 
of the first pay period after July 29, 1919. 








BOOKS. 


Asphalis and Allied Substances. By Hirpert . 


ABRAHAM, B.S. of Chemistry, &c. London : 

Crosby Lockwood & Son. Price 25s. net. 
Tis 600-page volume deals very comprehen- 
sively with the important and little understood 
subject of bituminous products in the thorough 
manner to which we are accustomed in technical 
works emanating from our American cousins. 
As pointed out in the preface, it serves as a 
guide for the works chemist, supplies data for 


the refinery and factory in blending, and gives | 


information upon quality and constructional 
matters interesting to the architect and engineer. 
An historical introduction is followed by chapters 
on terminology, chemistry and. geology of 
bituminous bodies, methods of refining and 
details of natural deposits, the production of 
tars and pitches, paving, flooring, roofing and 
paint materials, and finally six chapters are 
devoted to testing. The book is fully illus- 
trated with photographs and diagrams, and 
contains much carefully compiled tabular 
information. Naturally, a great deal of the 
book can only be expected to interest a 
limited section of our readers; but Part II, 
consisting of 140 pages upon manufactured 
products, should be of interest to everyone 
concerned with building. The applications of 
asphalt to buildings are so many and these 
products so varied and indefinite that most of 
us should welcome tuition. on these subjects. 
Ten different raw materials are instanced for 
paving preparations, and more than twenty 
different tests are mentioned for some of these 
manufactures. As regards roofing, six classes 
of raw materials are said to be recognised by 
American manufacturers, ranging from silk rags 
to wood fibres, and the bituminous saturating 
compositions, of course, show considerable 
variation. After these questions of composition 
come discussions upon variations in lamination, 
thickness, laying, and so on. Other inter- 
esting applications include bituminous floor 
covering (rolled sheeting), which forms a cheap 
and very durable substitute for linoleum, 
water-proofing additions to cements and various 
mixtures applied to surfaces as paints. Under 
“Tests,” chapters are devoted to physical, heat, 
solubility and chemical tests, and, what is of 
greater general interest, a chapter on testing 
manufactured products and weathering ex- 
periments. At the present time, when labour is 
so expensive and uncertain, information upon 
the extended possibilities of asphalt prepara- 
tions for coverings should be very welcome, 
and anything which tends towards standardi- 
sation is always desirable in the interests of 
the user. 


Gypsum in Canada. By L. H. Corz.~ Ottawa : 
Government Printing Office. 
Those interested in the gypsum industry and 
more especially its development in Canada, 
should peruse the very full report issued by the 
Canadian Government under the authorship 
of Mr. L. H. Cole, which brings the history of 
this subject up to the year before the war. 
In the first ten years of this century the produc- 
tion of gypsum in Canada was doubled and its 
important uses, not only as plaster of paris, but 
as the base of very many plasters well known 
in the building trades, should make this volume 
of interest to many readers. The 154 pages of 
letterpress are illustrated with many excellent 
photographs of natural exposures, mines and 
works, as well as by diagrams; while nearly 
another 100 pages are devoted to statistics and 
particulars special to Canada. A useful series 
of coloured maps also form a valuable feature 
of the book. A mineral comparatively easily 
mined and converted into plaster, gypsum has 
a large market and its uses are many, extending 
to floors as well as walls. We congratulate the 
author upon his useful and laborious under- 
taking. 





Book Received. 

DEFECTIVE HovUSING AND THE GROWTH OF 
CHILDREN.—By J. Larson Dick, M.D. London : 
George Allen and Unwin, Ltd. Price 3s. 6d. 
net, 
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THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 


Lorp WErtR, in a speech delivered at the 
luncheon after the opening of the Shipping 
Engineering and Machinery Exhibition, made 
an excellent speech on the industrial situation 
in which he pointed out that the position of 
British industry at the moment could, without 
exaggeration, be compared with the emergency 
which confronted the nation in August, 19]4 
requiring even greater unity to meet it than 
was required to meet the dangers of that time, 
and he referred to the two main currents of 
opinion in the Labour world of to-day: that 
which under the label of nationalisation sought 
to abolish the capital and wages system, and 
which for some time to come must subordinate 
the contentment and happiness of this and the 
next few generations to ideas which no one 
at the present time would dare to term other 
than fantastic and divorced from experience 
and the actualities of life; and, on the other 
hand, that which with legitimate aspirations 
and ideals sought to improve existing con 
ditions. He described the first policy as 
revolutionary, and the second as evolutio 
and, as one policy is destructive of the other, he 
pointed out the necessity of coming to a gon. 
clusion and not continuing to sit on the fence, 

That is an excellent picture of the position of 
affairs to-day. We stand at the parting of the 
ways. The victory gained by us over the 
outside enemies:of the country has opened to 


‘us @ unique opportunity of advancement on 


well-tried lines; we are alive to the errors and 
injustices of the past, and are anxious to remedy 
them ; wages stand at a high level, and can be 
maintained at a high level if output is enlarged ; 
the cost of necessaries will fall and the benefit 
of wages will be obtained if industry and thrift 
are exercised. Are we going to throw away 
the fruits of victory for chimerical ideas as to 
nationalisation ? 

That is the position which the Labour world 
has ‘to face. If nationalisation has to. be 
resorted to in certain industries, it can only 
be tried as an experiment. A nation shaken 
to its foundations by a war lasting five years 
is not in a position to try experiments ; whilst 
it is experimenting other nations are capturing 
the trade of the world. 


Labour, as a body, is probably in favour — 
’ of no revolutionary schemes at the present 


time, but after a strenuous period of war, 
desires to settle down under improved but 
known conditions. But what is Labour doing ? 
By a reckless. resort to the strike weapon and 
by turning its back upon conciliatory methods, 
it is in this most critical period of the world’s 
history throwing away the opportunities for 
improvement and driving trade out of the 
country; a trade essential to it if wages are 
to be maintained and prices lowered. It is 
playing into revolutionary hands without 
seeing where it is being led. Strikes mean 
distress, and distress means strife; strife 
drives trade abroad, and thus strife means 
starvation. In the first eight months of this 
year, over 23 million working days have been 
lost owing to trade disputes; last year in the 
same period, but three and a half million work- 
ing days were lost. Wages cannot be maintained 
under such conditions, and public sympathy 1s 
being alienated. 

Industry must be established before all 
industrial questions can be placed on a satis- 
factory footing after a period of war. We are 
attempting to build a house commencing at 
the roof; we are fighting over the conditions 
of labour before we have got to work, and the 
work our labour is to be expended upon 18 
leaving the country never to return. Looking 
over a happy and smiling land, we are deli- 
berately turning our backs upon it, and are 
wending our way back into a wilderness. 


4 


The Miscellaneous Section of the Disposal 
Board of the Ministry of Munitions has for 
sale a considerable number of levels an 
theodolites. Inquiries-should be addressed 
to Room 110, Caxton House, Westminster, 


8.W. 1. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 





THE BUILDER ite 





THE BUILDING INDUSTRY IN AMERICA. 


_iTse following is an abstract of a lecture 
recently delivered by Mr. Sullivan W. Jones, 
before the Institute of Electrical Contractors of 
New York, and reprinted in Construction. 
It is of particular interest at the present time 
as setting out the difficulties experienced in 
America with regard to forms of building 
contracts and the relations of architect, client 
and builder, which, it will be seen, are very 
similar to Our own. 

The whole building industry, said Mr. Jones, 
was on @ false basis before the war. The com- 
petitive, stipulated-sum contract system had 
a corrupting influence on everyone who became 
involved in it. The architect, with few excep- 
tions, had failed to devclop the professional 
service part of his functions, and stood still while 
changes took place with kaleidoscopic rapidity. 
There were many indications that he was on 
the high road to enslavement by the contractor. 
The contractors found it well-nigh impossible to 
secure a reasonable profit honestly. The manu- 
facturers of materials for construction had 
been forced by price competition to make 
exaggerated and often wholly false claims for 
the merits of their products, and this condition 
was stimulated by the cupidity of the sub- 
contractor. The most casual inquiry disclosed 
that every phase of ‘the industry displayed 
symptoms of the destructive influence of price 
competition. Utter moral, if not financial, 
bankruptcy, was the goal towards which the 
industry was working. ‘ 

The above gives some idea of the magnitude 
of the problem to be solved, and Mr. Jones thinks 
that the salvation. of the architect, contractor, 
and the industry lies in a partnership of talents, 
and the solution of the vexed question of the 
form of contract. In his opinion, the competi- 
tive bidding system in almost universal use 
before the war, was evolved from two wholly 
false assumptions ; one, that a modern building 
could be described by drawings and specifications 
with sufficient completeness to provide for an 
accurate computation of costs, and hence for 
bids for its construction which were fairly 
competitive ; and the other, that the contractor's 
business was that of selling finished work, and 
that he was essentially a merchant, who should, 
but by no means always did, possess a specialised 
knowledge of the suitable and economic use of 
the things he bought and sold. The first 
assumption leads to a consideration of the 
sufficiency of the architect’s service, while the 
latter involves a study of the contractor's 
status under the form of contract. Partial 
remedies could be brought about by the improve- 
ment of drawings and specifications through 
standardisation, the adoption of the quantity 
system and more accurate costing, but there 
would always be disputes over questions of 
quality, which, both in workmanship and 
materials, are almost impossible to describe. 
Owing to the variations in the cost of labour 
and materials, estimating, even under the most 
favourable conditions, will always involve risk 
to the contractor, and as long as there are risks, 
Competition will be based on risks instead of 
work to be done. The low bid, whether it be 
too low or not, will always be the product of the 
_ error or the assumption of the greatest 

This forces the author to the conclusion that 
competition on price is economically unsound, 
and to ask the question: Which is wrong— 
ubetition, or the stipulated price? Competi- 
‘on 18 the foundation of healthy life, and the 
pccssary stimulant to development, sustained 
— ettort and efficiency. By every possible 
. = Competition in the building industry 
4 <r preserved; competition between 
omer ee between contractors and between 
ae acturers. But competition should be of 
He i, eorating and not the destructive kind. 
eed 3 “atisfied that almost every ill and every 

in the building industry can be traced to 


the lump-sum contract, under which the interests 
of the owner and contractor are diametrically 
opposed. The contractor's profit lies between 
the actual cost of the work and the amount of 
the contract. The greater the cost, the less 
the profit, and vice rersa. Therefore, the aim . 
of the contractor is to deliver as little as pos- 
sible and the interest of the owner is in exactly 
the opposite direction. The contract stands 
between them and sets up antagonism where 
there should be co-operation, and creates conflict 
of purpose where unity is essential to success. 
Under the lump-sum contract, the contractor 
has been a merchant, buying and selling finished 
buildings, and everyone has been misled by 
thinking of the production rather than the 
method of production, by fighting over the 
division of profit rather than considering means 
of assuring reasonable profits to all who partici- 
pate in the enterprise, including the owners. 
The general contractor manufactures none of 
‘the materials which he handles. He has no 
plant or factory, and no capital invested in 
anything of permanent value to him. The 
money which he uses in conducting his business 
is a temporary substitute for the owner's capital, 
ultimately represented by the finished building. 
The contractor has for sale his expert knowledge 
of the fabrication of buildings. In the last 
analysis, service is the thing he has always sold, 
but instead of selling it to his employer he has 
sold it to himself. The system has placed a 
premium on disloyalty and astuteness in the 
contractor, rather than engineering skill and 
efficiency. The subacontractor, also, has wasted 
his best ene fighting for trade discounts, 
when he should have centred his efforts on 
perfecting his service, and finding a market for 
it. If service is the commodity in which the 
contractor deals and competition is to be 
preserved, obviously competition must be in 
service, and not in finished work. If economy 
is'one of the results looked for, let it be an asset 
to the contractor, instead of stolen fruit to bé 
concealed. 

Continuing his evidence against the lump-sum 
contract, Mr. Jones says that the architect has 
not escaped its insidiously evil influence. The 
average owner undertakes his venture on the 
assumption that the architect is omniscient, 
and that when a bid is received on drawings and 
specifications, it is all inclusive. This is the 
fallacy of the complete and sufficient drawings 
and specifications; a mistake is made. when 
the architect accepts employment without 
disclosing to his client the unavoidable limita- 
tions which are imposed upon his service. As 
the work proceeds, omissions are discovered, 
differences arise as to the meaning vague 
expressions and indications, and the architect 
is at once placed on the defensive with respect 
to the sufficiency of his drawings and specifica- 
tions. Some confess the position to the owner, 
while others cover it up by compromise with 
the contractor. The architect's position under 
such a contract is unfair to him, it is unfair 
to the owner, and it is unfair to the contracton 
It is a high tribute to the profession, however, | 
that so few architects have succumbed to the 
temptations which constantly urge them to 
abanddn the difficult r:le of conscientious ser- 
vant. In America, architects are keenly alive 
to their untenable position, and of the gravity 
of the consequences to the whole building 
industry if the conditions remain unchanged. 
The American Institute pf Architects has 
appointed a Post-War Committee on Architec- 
tural Practice to study the architect’s functions, 
education, and his relation to the public interest. 

Under the cost-plus-fee contract, the status 
of the contractor is not radically different to. 
the lump-sum contract, owing to his contract 
liabilities and the unchanged attitude of the 
architect and owner. The Committee on Con- 
tracts and Specifications, appointed by the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects, feels that in the use of 


o 
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the cost-plus-fee contract the following general 
a are fundamental: (1) The contractor 

omes a professional adviser of the owner, as 
his “construction manager,” and should be 
relieved of all contract liabilities inconsistent 
with such a relationship; (2) The owner should 
pay direct for all materials, and should enter 
directly into contract ‘with sub-contractors, 
rather than sub-contractors making contracts 
with the contractor. Pay-rolls must be paid 
by the contractor, and re-imbursement made 
by the owner; (3) In view of this professional 
relationship, no “‘ bond” guaranteeing perform- 
ance is needed or proper, any more than for the 
architect. 

The position of architects under cost-plus- 
percentage contracts has been reported on by 
the Post-War Committee ._on Architectural 
Practice, which states that under the new system 
the average architectural organisation dwindles 
in impressiveness. The service of an architeot, 
where a contractor is selected on the basis of 
“* confidence,” is not required in the same degree 
as in the older method. Nor is he so frequently 
called upon to adjudicate in disputes that may 
arise between the owner and the contractor over 
interpretations of the contract obligations. 
The architect; the contractor and the owner are 
collaborators to secure the maximum of building 
at the minimum of cost, More and. more 
frequently the owner, through his closer associa- 
tion with contractors and actual building, selects 
a contractor who has a so-called architect appen- 
ded to his organisation, or leaves the selection 
of the architect to the judgment of the contrac- 
tor. The Committee also thinks that architects 
are inclined to devote themselves too exclusively 
to the preparation of specifications, &c., and 
to leave the supervision of the work too largely 
to employees. The owner’s interest is in the 
actual work, and in watching its progress he is 
thrown into closer contact with contractor and 
the architect’s employee, with the result that 
the value of the architect's service in connection 
with the actual construction seems unimportant 
to him. 

It seems almost superfluous, says Mr. Jones, 
to point out the advantages to the industry 
of making the cost-plus-fee contract the rule, 
instead of the exception. The contractor will 
be selected on the basis of confidence and his 
record, and his profit will no longer depend on 
his ability to cheapen the work. The architect 
and the contractor will work together instead 
of in opposition, and their knowledge will be 
pooled. This, he thinks, is one of the most 
important results, for it must’ be realised that 
ability in design, which reaches its highest 
development only in men who are sensitive, 
imaginative and impulsive, is wholly incom- 
patible with the scientific quality of mind which 
works in exact terms of fact and statistics. 
Under the cost-plus-fee form, the architect, the 
contractor and the owner enter into a partner- 
ship with a common end. 


iti 


Workmen’s Compensation. 


The Special Committee appointed by the 
Home Office to inquire into the working of the 
present system of workmen’s compensation, 
met last week. Mr. ©. M. Knowles described 
the schemes of mutual insurance in operation in 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and the United 
States, all of which, he said, were in advance of 
the system in this country. It was announced 
that numerous letters were reaching the Com- 
mittee at Whitehall from all parts of the 
country, complaining that the maximum com- 
pensation of 25s. a week allowed under the Act 
of 1906 was inadequate to meet the present-day 
high cost of living. The writers, in every 
instance, were totally incapacitated, and some 
of them stated that they were reduced to a state, 
of semi-starvation. The Committee agreed to 
give careful consideration to the matter with a 
view, if possible, to securing an increase. in the 
allowances to meet the new economic conditions. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the’Building Trade in the principal towns of Engiand and 


Wales. 


for errors that may oncur >— 


It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 
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Brick- |, C8 | Plas. Plum- Masons’ ixyers’ terers’ 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally aageee that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘proposed’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for ~ Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council; 





R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 


Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council; 
B.C. for Borongh Council: and P.C Bs Parish 
Conncil 

BATTERSEA.—Garage, 994, Lavender-hill, for Messrs 
Arding & Hobbs; addition, 30, Falcon-road, for Mr 
W. Hammond, . ; 

Sees Ae has been given to the site 
suggested for the U.D.C. for housing purposes. Eighty- 
two houses will be erected. i 

CAMBERWELL.—The B.C. is offering no objection to 
the oy of the Peabody Donation Fund to erect 
blocks of dwellings at Camberwell-green. 

CHEADLE.—Messrs. Longdon, Watts & Tremlow have 
submitted their lay-out of several housing schemes 
to the U.D.C., which have been approved. 

COATBRIDGE.—At a special sitting of the Dean of 
Guild Court, the trustees of the Airdrie Savings Bank 
were granted lining to take,down the existing front 
walls at the corner of the Royal Hotel, Coatbridge 
Cross, and reconstruct the hotel property into a three- 
storey block comprising bank offices on ihe ground 
floor, offices on the upper floor, caretaker’s house, &c., 
at an estimated cost of £10,000. 

EBBW VALE.—The Government have sanctioned the 
Ebbw Vale housing scheme, which provides for the 
erection of 3,000 houses. The work of erecting the first 
batch of 200 houses is to begin at once. The cost of the 
house selected by the Council is £770. The scheme, 
which is planned on garden city lines, will take many 
years to complete, and will mean the rehuilding of whole 

rtions of the town’s unhealthy slums. The total cost 
is expected to be over two and a-half millions sterling, 

EDMONTON.—A large housing scheme is to be sub- 
mitted to the U.D.C. The scheme, which has been 

repared by -the Council’s engineer, Mr. Cuthbert 

rown, provides for the erection of 2,000 working- 
class houses. The suggested site is at the Hy 
Estate, Lower Edmonton, which has been in the 
occupation of the Royal Air Force. The total outlay, 
a purchase of the site, is estimated af 
£2,000,000. 

GWwyYRFAI.—The R.D.C: has decided that 334 houses 

—) needed in the district, and have decided to purchase 
sites. 
HACKNEY.—Applications before the B.C.: for roof 
over yard, 33 and 35, Well-street, for Mr. W. J. Cearns ; 
sanitary improvements, 36 and 38, Stoke Newington- 
road, &c., for Mr. M. Miller ; factory premises, on site 
of 12, Tudor-road, for F. D. Huntington, Ltd.; 
additions to factory premises, 173, Lower Clapton-resd, 
for Messrs. L, H..and R. Roberts. 

HESTON AND ISLEWORTH.—Plans approved :—Con- 
version of Lackhem House, Osterley-road, Isleworth, 
into four flats, for Mr. M. G. Hazell ; cover for loading 
stage, Staines-road, Hounslow, for Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co.; additions, 37, Bath-road, Hounslow, for 

. §$. Messenger; bakehouse, 3, Inwood-road, 
Hounslow, for Messrs. P. Chase, Gardener & Co.; two 
houses, Jersey-road, Osterley, for Mr. F. Carter ; addi- 
tions to bakehouse, 46, London-road, Brentford End, 
for Messrs. Dodge & Reid ; garage and coal house, 
Lampton-road, Hounslow, for Messrs. Larchett Bros. 

ILFORD.—Plans passed by U.D.C.:—Hammond & 
Miles, stable and coach house, rear of 253, High-road ; 
Heathcote & Sons, extension to accumulator works, for 
Fuller’s, Ltd.; W. J. Hobbs, ten houses, Blenheim- 
Avenue, 43 to 61; and hoyse, shop and six garages, 
Clarenee-avenue, Beehive-lane ; Heeps, Willard & Co., 
extension to kitchen of sanatorium, Dr. Barnardo's 
Homes ; W. E. Sharpless, shed for farm implements 
Redbridge-lane: Haines & Warwick, drainage and 
additions to buildings for dwellings at Fairlop Aero- 
drome; F. G.’ Faunch, dwelling ho se, Great Gearies 
Estate, Cranbrook-road. ' ; 

PopLaR.—Additions, St. Andrew’s Wharf, West 
Ferry-road, for Messrs. R. W. Price & Sons ; sanitary 
improvements, Balkwall Works, for Baldwins, Ltd.. 
additions, ‘‘ Monser Tap” public house, 115, Monser- 
road, for Mr. E. Lancaster ; additions, Messrs. Broad- 
wood’s Factory, Stour-road for Messrs. J. Jarvis & Sons. 
Ltd. ; additions, Dudgeon’s Wharf, Manchester-road, 
for Mr. H. A. Porter. E 

WALTHAMSTOW.—Plans passed by U.D.C.: W«tk- 

Shop, 60, Blackhorse-lane, for Mr. H. Feeney ; addition 
to workshop, 426, Hale End-road, for Mr. H. Wilson ; 
actory and office, Micanite Works, Blackhorse-lane, 
for Mr. T. Baker; factory, Gnome & Le Rhone Co, 
Blackhorse-lane, for Mr. T. Nunn; workshop, West- 
avenue, for Messrs. Buck Bros. & Harding; drainage, 
Blackhorse-lane, for Messrs. Peter Hooker, Ltd.; 
shop alterations, 119, Wood-street, for Mr. J. Storrar ; 
canteen building, Blackhorse-lane, for Mr. 8. T. Nunn; 
shop alterations, 75, High-street, for Messrs. Bain- 
bridge & Son; urinal, “ Rising Sun,” Woodford-road, 
for Messrs. Shurmur & Son. 


FIRES, 
® BERMONDSEY.—An extensive fire has occurred at 
ve Wharf, the premises of Messrs. J. Dudin & 
ns. 
» HAMILTON.—Considerable damage has been done by 
a fire which occurred at the premises of Mr. W. Hender- 
son, Saffronhall-lané. 


* See also our List of Competitions, Contracts, ete. 





en we 


Cl oe ee ese eed et BAD ete oe 


tt bead GD wa bet ye et 


‘ 


we ~*~ SS Oh 


— es se 








we 


pt ee ee ok lk ee 





Ocroser 8, 1919.] « £ 








THE BUILDER Ker 851 





' COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (x) are advertised in this number. Contracts iv; Competitions iv; Public Appoint 


ments li; Sales by Auction liv 
mation are i 
lowest or an 


Certain conditions beyond those given in the following infor 
in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the 
tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 


tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or the 
names of those willing to submst tenders, may be sent in. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


OcTOBER 3.—Hammersmith.—Post O¥FrFice.—The 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Works, &c., invite 
tenders for the erection of a new branch t office at 
Hammersmith, W. 6. Quantities from the Director 
of Contracts, H.M. Office of Works, Storey’s-gate, 
Westminster, 8.W. Deposit £1 Is. 

OcTOBER 3.—Huddersfield—The Corporation in- 
vite tenders for the erection of a car depot at St. 
Thomas-road. Longer’ Bridge. Quantities of Mr. 
R. F. Cam bell rough Engineer, 1, Peel-street, 
Huddersfield. 

OCTOBER 3.—London.— The Commissioners of 
H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the erection of a New 
Branch Post Office at Hammersmith, W.6. 

OcToBER 4.—Brierley Hill.—Hovsina.—The Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the erection of 90 
houses of various types (the whole or part) on the 
High Ercal site. Quantities of Mr. John Yorke, 
surveyor, Town Hall, Brierley-hill. Deposit £10 10s. 

OcTOBER 4.—Darlington—ALTERATIONS.—Tenders 
are invited for alterations to the Rise Carr Hotel, 
Darlington. Specifications of Mr. T. H. Murray, 
Architect, Consett. 

OcToBER 6.—Aberdare-——MORTUARY.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of a Mortuary and Post Mortem 
Room at the Aberdare and District General Hospital. 
Quantities of Messrs. Kenshole & Bevan, Architects, 
Bargoed. Deposit, £2 2s. 

OcTOBER 6.—Aberdare.—ALTERATIONS. — Tenders 
are invited for the altering, &c., of Saron Congregational 
Hall, Aberaman, Aberdare. Quantities of Mr. Thomas 
Roderick, Architect, Ashbrook House, Aberdare. 

OcTOBER 6.—Bolton-on-Dearne.—PLUMBER AND 
GLAZER WORK.—The U.D.C. invite tenders for the 
plumber and glazier work in connection with the 
_erection of 142 dwelling houses and 4 shops at Gold- 
thorpe, and 58 dwelling houses and 3 shops at Bolton- 
upon-Dearne. Quantities of the Architects, Messrs. 
— & Pennington, Ropergate, Pontefract. Deposit 
£2 Qs. 


OCTOBER 6.—Derby.—PAINTING.—The Derby Edu- 
cation Committee invite tenders for alteration at the 
Orchard-street Council School. Quantities of Messrs. 
John Wills & Sons, 30, St. Peter’s Churchyard, Derby. 
Deposit, £1 1s. 

OCTOBER 6.—Dewsbury.—WaLL.—The T.C. invite 
tenders for. the rebuilding of a retaining wall. Par- 
ticulars of the Borough Surveyor, Dewsbury. . 

OCTOBER 6.—Dewsbury.—HOUSsES.—Tenders are 
invited for the erection of a number of houses on the 
old Borough Park site. Quantities of the Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall, Dewsbury. 

OcroBER 6.—London, E.—-The London County 
Council invite tenders for the supply and erection of 
oak wrought framed, moulded and braced carriage 
gg gates to the Royal entrance at Victoria 

. B. 

OctoRER 6.—Newport (Mon.) — The Housing 
Committee of the Newport Corporation invite tenders 
= fo erection of the first 100 houses on the Somerton 


OcTtoBER 6.—Rochdale-——ScHOOL.—The Education 
Committee invite tenders for a temporary open-air 
school at Greenbank. Particulars at the Architect’s 
Office, Town Hall, Rochdale. 

OCTOBER 6,—Romford.—ALTERATIONS, &0.—The 
Essex County Council invite tenders for carrying out 
alterations and additions to the Romford Police 
Station. Quantities of Mr. G. Topham Forrest, 
tounty architect, County Architect’s Office, Chelms- 
ford. Deposit £3 2s. 

OCTOBER 6.—Sleaford—HovUsES.—The Sleaford 
R.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of sixteen houses. 
Quantities of Mr. H. Godson, Clerk, Council Offices, 
Northgate, Sleaford. Deposit, £1 1s. 

OcTOBER 6.—Thurnscoe.—HOUSES.—The Thurnscoe 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the erection 
of 22 dwelling houses ( No. 1) part of a scheme 
for the provision of 200 dwelling houses in Back-lane, 
Thurnscoe. tities from the Architect, Mr. 
Thomas Bull, M.I.M. and C.E., Parish Hall, Thurnscoe 
East. Deposit £2 2s. : 

OCTOBER 6.—Watford.— The Watford U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of 40 cottages on the 
Willow-lane Estate, Watford. 


_OCTOBER 6.—Watford—The Watford U.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for the erection ‘of 40 cottages on the 
Harebreaks Estate, Watford. 


OCTOBER 6.—Westhi ton.—HOUSES.—The West- 
houghton Urban District Council invite tenders for 
ve pairs of B houses, as a commencement of 
the Findley’s Estate Housing Scheme for 250 houses. 
Quantities of the Architect, Mr. G. E. Tonge, L.R.1.B.A. 
Lord-street, Southport, or frcm Mr. G. Hayes, 
Surveyor to the Council, Town Hall, Westhoughton. 
Deposit £2 2s, 


OCTOBER 7.—Hunslet—PAINTING.—The Guardians 
of Hunslet invite tenders for painting required at their 
children's homes at Rothwell, ~—. Specification 
of Mr. Fred. W. Mee, Clerk to the Guardians, Union 
Offices, Hunslet, Leeds. 





OcTOBER 7.—Leicester—The Estates Committee 
of the Corporation of Leicester invite tenders for the 
erection of the first rtion of the Coleman-road 
Housing Schethe consisting of 120 houses. 

OCTOBER 8.—Doncaster.—HOUSES.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for the erection of thirty-eight houses 
of various types, in oneor more lots, on the Carr House- 
road site.—Quantities of Mr. R. E. Ford, Housing 
Surveyor, 3; Priory-place, Doncaster. Deposit, £2 2s. 

OcTOBER 8.—Ilford.—HovsEs.—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection and completion of eighty-six 
houses and the formation of a length of road and surface 
water sewer at Tomswood-hill, Barkingside. Quantities 
- ~ Surveyor, Town Hall, Ilford, Essex. Deposit, 

3. 

OCTORER 8.—Nottingham.—PaINTING.—The Guild- 

hall Committee invite tenders for internal cleaning and 
ainting at the Guildhall. Specifications from Mr. A. 
ale, City Architect, Guildhall. Deposit, £1. 

OcTOBER 10.—Chelmsford.—HovusrEs.—The Council 
invite tenders for the erection of 12 houses on part of 
the Boarded Barns Estate, Chelmsford. Quantities of 
the Borough Engineer (Mr. Pecival T. Harrison, 
A.M. Inst.C.E.), Municipal Offices, Chelmsford. 
Deposit, £1 1s. : 

OcTOBER 10.—Harrow-on-the-Hill—The Harro 
on-the-Hill Urban District Council invite tenders for 
the erection of twenty cottages of four different types 
in Bessborough-road, Harrow. 

OCTOBER 11.—Stafford—HovsEs.—The Corporation 
invite tenders for the construction of twenty-one houses, 


‘ to be erected on the Cotton Field Estate, Stafford. 


Quantities of Mr. W. Plant, Borough Engineer, Borough 
Hall, Stafford. ——— 11s. 

% OCTOBER 14.—Croydon.—Smiru’s SHOP.—The T.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of smith’s shop at the 
Tramway Depot. Quantities at the Borough Engi- 
neer’s Office, Town Hall, Croydon. Deposit, £1 1s. 

OcTOBER 14.—Ellesmere Port. HousEs. — The 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the erection 
ef 65 houses at Ellesmere Port. Quantities of the 
Architects, Messrs. Lockwood & Abercrombie, Cathe- 
dral Chambers, St. Werburgh-street, Chester. Deposit 

8. 


OCTOBER 14.—Farnham.—The Farnham U.D.OC. 
invite tenders for (1) Thirty-four houses by four 
separate tenders in three groups of eight houses and 
one of ten houses; (2) Roads, sewers, footpaths, 
surface water drains, &c.; (3) Fences; (4) Planting 
hedges, trees, shrubs, &c., preparing for sowing verges 
and an open space. 


OCTOBER 14.—Rothwell.—CinEMA.—The Rothwell 
Public Service, Ltd., invite tenders for the erection 
of a cinema hall-in Ingram-parade, Rothwell. Quan- 
tities of the Architect, Mr. E. Schofield, Leventhorpe 
House, Woodlesford, near Leeds. Deposit £1. 

OcTOBER 15.—Chepstow.—The Chepstow R.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of the first twenty houses 
of the Roggiett Scheme, near Severn Tunnel Junction 

on. 


OCTOBER 15.—Melton Mowbray.—PAaINTING.—The 
Guardians of Melton Mowbray Union invite tenders 
for the carrying out at the Union Workhouse and 
Children’s Home, Melton Mowbray, of es and 
| eg work, &c. Specification of Mr. Arthur H. 
Marsh, Clerk, Melton Mowbray. 

OctoBER 16.—B wade.— The Biggleswade 
Rural District Council invite tenders for the erection 
of 179 houses in the following adjoining parishes : 
Langford, 42 houses; Clifton, 32; Arlesey, 44; 
Stotfold, 61. 

OcTOBER 17.—Highworth—The Highworth Rural 
District Council invite tenders for the erection of 20 
houses at Chisledon. 


OCTOBER 20.—Heath Hill (Salop)—The Commis- 
sioners of H.M.O.W. invite tenders for the erection of 
cottages, &c., at Heath Hill, Salop. 


OCTOBER 20.—Hendon.—The Hendon Urban Dis- 
trict Coundil. Builders and others desirous of tendering 
for the erection of two hundred and forty-four artisans’ 
dwellings at Hendon may obtain full particulars of the 
architect, Mr. George Hornblower, F.R.I.B.A., 3, 
Devonshire-terrace, Portland-place, London, w.i1. 


OCTOBER 20.— Richmond (Surrey).—The Com- 
missioners of His Majesty’s Works, Storey’s Gate, 
Westminster, 8.W. 1, are prepared to receive tenders 
for the extension of Richmond (Surrey) Post Office ; 
also for the extension of Weybridge Post Office. 
(Separate tenders for each.) 


%* OCTOBER 20.—Sherborne (Dorset).—The Sherborne 
U.D.C. invite tenders for the erection of 36 gottages 
formally approved on the Yeovil-road site, Sherborne. 


OCTOBER 31. — eo. — Hovsine. — The 
Housing Committee invite plans and estimates for the 
erection and ——— of dwelling-houses for the 
working classes. In such cases the Committee would 
consider the acquisition of the houses when and if com- 
= to their satisfaction, if erected upon land belong- 
ng to the Corporation, and the purchase of the site and 
houses if the land belongs to private owners, provided 
the scheme received the approval of the Ministry of 
Health. Particulars of Mr. W. J. Board,;Town Clerk, 
@uildhall, Nottingham. 





No DatTE.—Aberearn (Mon.).—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for (1) Construction of roads, footpaths, sewers, 
&c., and the erection of 50 stone-built houses at Lian- 
fach (Abercarn); and (2) construction of roads, foot- 

ths, sewers, &c., and the erection of 62 stone-built 

ouses at Top Fiats (Newbridge). 

No DaTE.—. n.—HOvsES.—Tenders are in- 
vited for building four-roomed houses with bath- 
room, &c., at Ashington, Northumberland. Speci- 
fications at the Colliery Office, Ashington. 

No DatTe.—Ashwell.—The Ashwell R.D.O. invite 
tenders for the erection of dwellings for the working 

es in several parishes. th 

No DaTE.—Aylesbury.—Hovusrs.—The R.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of twenty houses, formation of 
carriage way, and drainage, at Stoke Mandeville into 
sections, and contractors may tender for the whole or 

art thereof. Quantities of Mr. Fred Taylor, 7, Bour- 
m-street, Aylesbury. Deposit, £2 2s. 


No DatTs.—New Barnet.— Hovuses.—The East 
Barnet Valley U.D.C. invite tenders for the erection 
of 56 houses in East Barnet-road and Long-street, New 
Barnet, being the first portion of the total scheme 
consisting of 162 houses. 

No Dats.—Birmingham.—PAaINTING.—Tenders are 
invited for the mee a a | of 200 wooden bunga- 
lows. Quantities of . J. W. Wilson, Longbridge 
Estate Office, Birmingham. 

No DatTe.—Carmarthen.—ALTERATIONS.—Tenders 
are invited for alterations and extensions to existing 
buildings, Station-road and Dan-y-Bane-road, Car- 
marthen. Firms requested to make application to 
the Architect’s, Department, Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, Ltd., 99, Leman-street, London, E. 1. 

No DatTE.—Dudley.—The Corporation of Dudle 
invite tenders for the erection of 54 houses, or a 
the Red-hill Site. y 


No DATEs.—Evesham.—HovsEs.—The R.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection-of twenty-four cottages at 
Badsey and sixteen cottages at South Littleton. 
Quantities of Mr. R. J. Atkinson, Architect, Union 
Offices, Evesham. Deposit, £2 2s. 


No DaTEe.—Ho wdon-on-Tyne.—Tenders ar 
for the inti and whitewashing the peat age 
Shipwright’s Buildings, Howdon-on- e. Particulars 
of Mr. J. E. Hayhoe, 54, Gallant-terrace, Howdon. 

No DatT&.—Hucknall.—Tenders are invited for 
the erection of a bakery at Hucknall. Qunatities of 
J. C. Howitt, Secretary, Hucknall Torkard Industrial 
Provident Society, Ltd., Hucknall. Deposit, £2 2s. 


No Date.—Hull.—BviLDING.—Tenders are invited 
for the erection of a wor building, about 100 ft. x 
60 ft., Sculcoates-lane, Hull, for Messrs. Blundell 
Spence & Co., Ltd. Quantities of Messrs. B. 8. Jacobs & 
Snowden, Green Ginger, Hull. 

No Dats.—Ipswich.—The County Borou 
Ipswich invite tenders for the erestion of 18 ats 
upon the Hadleigh-road site. 


No DatT&.—Kirkealdy.—FAcToRY.—Tenders are 
invited for the excavation of brick and concrete works 
iron and steel works, nter and joiner and glazier 
works, plumber work bene painting work, in connection 
with the erection of a factory at Wemyss Station 
for the British Patent Fucls, Ltd. Quantities of 
Mr. W. Williamson, Royal Bank Buildings, Kirk- 
y. 


No DaTE.—Lanark.—HOovsInG.—The Coun - 
cil invite tenders for the various trades *- pa Bees 
with the erection of 50 houses at Law. Names to 
Mr. A. W. Paterson, District Clerk, Lanark. 

No DaTE.— -—HOUSES.—The Housing 
Committee invite tenders for the erection of 166 houses 
Names to Mr L Rawlinson, Town Clerk, Leamington. 


No DATE.—Meathop, G ver-Sands.— Te 
are invited for the vartons works required in building 
small hospital block at the Westmoreland Sanatorium 
Meathop, Grange-over-Sands. Quantities of Mr. John 
Hutton, Architect, Meathop, Grange-over-Sands. 

No Date.—Melton—RE-ERECTION—The Hu 
Portland Oement Co., Ltd., invite tenders for takhos 
down, removal, and re-erection at the Company's 
Works, at Melton, near Hull, of one three-bay steel 
construction building. Particulars of the Company’s 
oom. Maxted & Knott, Ltd., Burnett-avenue, 


No DatTEe.—Newcastle-upon-Tyne. — Hovuses.—The 
Corporation invite tenders for the erection houses 
on tes Walker Estate. writtiis 

No DATE.—No «-—HOvUsES.—The 
Committee of the Corporation invite rem iy 4 
erection of 56 houses on the Coppice-road site, Notting- 
ham. Quantities &c., of the following architects :— 
Messrs. Brewill & Baily, 44, Parliament-street, Notting- 
ham (in respect of 12 semi-detached houses). Me. 
E. B. Hall, of 12, Victoria-street, Nottingham (in 
respect of 26 houses in pairs and blocks of fouf). Mr. 
W. H. Taylor, King-street, Nottingham (in respect of 
18 houses in pairs and blocks of four). Deposit £1 1s. 

No DarTe.—St. Pancras.—PaIntTIng.—The Borou 
Council invite tenders for painting, &c., work at the 
= baths (inside and outside work), situate at 
Prinee of Saleycons, Ring-street, sand Whitfield- 

. Application é* Boro’ e 

Hall, Pancras-road, N.W. 1. 2 ee 


No DatTe.—Ruislip—CorracEs.—The U.D.C. in- 
vite tenders for the erection of 34 cottages at Eastcote 
and 59 at Ruislip. Quantities of Mr. E. R. Abbott, 
Clerk, Council Offices, Northwood, Middlesex. ¥ 


No DaTE.—Stirling.—HovusEs.—The Stirling Count 
Council (Central District) invite contractors desirous 
of tendering for the Central District Housing schemes 
at Causeway-Head, Cambusbarron, Bannockburn, 
Plean, Bonnybridge, and Banton, to send in: their 
names, stating for which districts they will be prepared 
to quote, to Mr. D. . Glass, Housing Architect 
7, Gladstone-place, Stirling. ze 








/ 


No DAtTE.—Stone.—Hovses.—The Stone Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the erection of 
100 houses. Mr. Charles H. Matthews, Clerk to the 
Council, Westbridge House, Stone. 

No Datx. — Tamworth. — Hovusges.—The R.D.C. 

‘invite tenders for the erection of two or more houses up 
to forty on the Kettlebrook site. Quantities of Messrs. 
Newton & Cheatle, 39, Newhall-street, Birmingham. 

No DaAavs.—Wantage.—HovsrEs.— The Wantage 
Rural District Council invite tenders for the erection 
of dwéllings in the parishes of Childrey, West Challow, 
Denchworth, Letcombe Regis, and ‘West Hanney. 
Names to the Arehitect, Mr. J. G. T. West, The Knowl, 
Abingdon. 

No Date.—Walsall.—Walsall Munitions, Ltd., 
invite tenders for the dentolition of a munitions 
factory at the rear of Hope Works, Pleck-road, Walsall, 
and the purchase and removal of material. 

No DAtTEe.—Wednesfield.—CotraGEs.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the erection of fifty cottages. Particu- 
lars of Messrs. Hickton & Farmer, architects, Walsall. 

No DatEe.—Yeovil.—Hovusks.—The R.D.C. invite 
tenders for the erection of 12 houses at. Montacute ; 
6 houses at Mudford; 10 houses at Norton-sub- 
Hampton; 16 houses (eight on each of two sites), 
at South Petherton. orms of tender of Messrs. 
Petter & Warren, 74, Hendford, Yeovil. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, ete. 


BER 7.—London.—PoLisHESs, &0.—The Com- 
eb of His Majesty’s Works invite tenders for 
the supply of Polishes, Stains, &c. Forms of tender 
of the Controller of Supplies, H.M. Office of Works, 
&e., King Charles-street, Westminster, London, 
8.W.1 


OcroBER 7.—South wark—CHaAIrs.—The B.C. invites 
tenders for the supply of 500 chairs. Samples at 
Town Hall. Mr. F. H. Grey, Town Clerk, Town 
Hall, Walworth-road, 8.E. 

OCTOBER 10. — Salford. —Sonoot DeEsKs. — The 
Education Committee invite tenders,for school desks. 
Particulars of the Secretary, Education Offices, 
' d. 
eNO DaTE.—London.—The Crystal Palace Trustees 
invite tenders for timber and firewood, consisting in all 
of 76 trees (standing and felled). 

No DatTE.—West Ashford.—GRANITE.—The R.D.C, 
invite tenders for the oupniy and delivery to railway 
stations of 1,000 tons of 1inch granite. Forms of 
tender of Mr. A. Sims, Surveyor to the Council, 174, 
Bank-street, Ashford, Kent. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


OTOBER 6.—Lancashire—BRIDGES.—The Lan- 
ms County Council invite tenders for the following 
bridge works : Dovers (Hundred) Bridge, in the town- 
ships of Sefton and Maghull, entire reconstruction and 
widening ; Cann (Hundred) Bridge, in the ——- of 
Walton-le-Dale, entire reconstruction and widening ; 
Hareholme (County) Bridge, in the Borough of Rawten- 
stall, entire reconstruction and widening; Belmont 
(Hundred) Bridge, in the township of Belmont, road- 
works and fenc for road widening. Quantities of 
Mr. W. Compton Hall, County Bridgemaster, County 
Offices, Preston. 

OCTOBBR 6.—Weymouth.—Dam.—The Corporation 
invite tenders for the construction of a dam and 
embankment road, together with the necessary sluices 
and tide flaps and other works, at the site of the present 
Blackwater Bridge. Quantities of the Engineer, 
Mr. H. W. Fitz Simons (Webster & Fitz Simons), 
39, Victoria-street, Westminster. Deposit, £5 5s. 

OcToBER 7.—Kingswear.—RAILWAY WoRKS.—The 
Directors of the Great Western Railway Co. invite 
tenders for a deviation of the Kingswear Branch 
Railway, near Rinerener Station—total length about 
60 chains. antities of the Chief Engineer, Padding- 
‘ton Station, London. 

OoTOBER 13.—Edinburgh.—ELECTRICAL INSTALLA- 
‘TIONS.—The Corporation invite tenders for the electric 
lighting installations of dwelling houses under the new 
housing scheme, Gorgie, Edinburgh. Specification at 
the Engineer’s Office, Dewar-place, Edinburgh. De- 
‘posit £1 Is. 

OcToBER 20.—Bristol—LiFrts AND HoisTs.—The 
Docks Committee invite tenders for the construction 
of six electricaliy driven lifts and two electrically driven 
mutton hoists at the New Cold Stores, Royal Edward 
Dock, Avonmouth. Drawings of ; omas A. 
Peace, Engineer, Engineer’s Office, Avonmouth Dock. 
Deposit £5. 

Xx OCTOBER 20.—Grimsby.—The County Borough of 
‘Grimsby Electricity Department. The Corporation 


‘invite tenders for the sinking of new well. 


OcfoBER 20 —Lincoln.—FOUNDATIONS —The City — 


‘Council invite tenders for driving reinforced concrete 
piles and the construction of concrete foundation raft, 
water conduit, &c., for the extension to their St. 
Swithin’s Power Station. Quantities of Mr. Stanley 
Clegg, City Electrical Engineer, Electricity Department, 
Braytord Side North, Lincoln. Deposit, £1 1s. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


OcTOBER 6.—Blaenavon.— LAYING OUT RECREATION 
GrounD, &0.—The Trustees of the Blaenavon Working 
Men’s Institute and Hall invite tenders for the con- 
struction and laying out of a recreation ground and 
park. Quantities of Mr. 8. Foster Deacon, 50, Cwm- 
avon-road, Blaenavon. Deposit £5 5s. 

OcTOBER 6,—Hornsey.—ROADS.—The Town Council 
invite tenders for the sewering and making good 
Montenotte-road (ist section), Crouch End. Forms of 
tender, &c., from Mr. E. J. Lovegrove, Borough Engi- 
neer, Town Hall, Highgate. 











OCTOBER 6.—Ince-in-Makerfield SEWERAGE WORKS. 
—The U.D.C. invite tenders for ‘the construction of 
sewers, drains, and manholes, &c. Quantities of Mr. 
Albert T. Swain, Surveyor to the Council, Council 
Offices, Ince, near Wigan.. Deposit, £3. 

_ OCTOBER 6.—Little Lever.—ROADS.—Tenders are 

invitéd by the U.D.C. for making up roads, &c., in con- 

nection with the housing scheme. Quantities of Messrs. 

Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, architects, Bolton. 

OCTOBFR 8. — Chester-le-Street.— ROADS AND 
SEWERS.—The U.D.C. invite tenders for construction 
of roads and sewers in connection with the housing 
scheme. Quantities of the Surveyor, Town Hall, 
Chester-le-street. 

OCTOBER 8.—Prestwich——SEWER.—The Prestwich 
District Council invite tenders for the work and 
materials ‘required in the construction of: (a) A 
concrete tube sewer, 30in., 33 in. and 48 in. in diameter, 
from the Sewage Disposal Works to Rectory-lane ; 
(b) a concrete tube sewer, 24 in. in diameter, in Bury 
New-road and Fairfax-road. Quantities of Mr. 8. H 
Morgan, A.M.Inst.C.E., Bent Hill, Prestwich. De- 
posit £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 8.—Rhymney.—SEWER.—The Rhymney 
Valley Sewerage Board invite tenders for the construc- 
tion of 9 miles of trunk sewer, from 30in. to 42 in. 
diameter, &c. Quantities of Messrs. Willcox & Raikes, 
Union Chambers, 63, Temple Row, Birmingham. 
Deposit, £20. 

OCTOBER 11.—Sutton and Tooting.—The Metro- 
politan Asylums Board invite tenders for (1) Sanitary 
alterations at The Downs Sanatorium, Sutton, Surrey ; 
(2) roof and other general repairs at The Downs 
Sanatorium, Sutton. Surrey; (3) general building 
repairs at Grove Hospital, Tooting-grove, Tooting 
Graveny, 8.W. 17? 

OCTOBER 13.—Chelmsford.—The Town Council of 
Chelmsford invite tenders for the laying of sewers and 
the construction of street works omthe Boarded Barns 
Housing site. 

OcTOBER 15.—Llantrisant..—SEWERAGE WoORKS.— 
The Llantrisant and Llantwit R.D.C. invite tenders 
for the Pontyclun sewerage scheme, consisting of the 
laying of sewers, construction of a ferro-concrete 
bridge over the River Ely, construction of. ferro- 
concrete tanks, erection of pumping station, &c, 
Quantities of Messrs. Thomas & Morgan & Partners, 
Pontypridd. Deposit, £5. 

OCTOBER 15.—Llantrisant.—ROAD.—The Llantrisant 
and Llantwit Fardre R.D.C. invite tenders for the con- 
struction of a new road about } mile in length between 
Ystradbarwig and Tynant, in the parish of Llantwit 
Fardre. Quantities of Mr. Thomas Saunders, Surveyor, 
School-street, Pontyclun. Deposit, £2. 

OcTOBER 21.—Stowmarket.—WaTER SUPPLY.—The 
East Stow R.D.C. invite tenders for the construction 


of water works. Quantities of Messrs. John Taylor & © 


Sons, Civil Engineers, 36, Victoria-street, West- 


minster, 8.W. 1. ; 
NOVEMBER 1.—Kirkby-in-Ashfield—WATERWORES. 


—The U.D.C. invite tenders for wy my and laying 
of about 2,850 yards of 9in. cast-iron pipes, &c., as 
duplicate pumping main. Deposit of the engineers, 


essrs. Elliott and Brown, A.M.I.C.E., Burton Build- 
ngs, Parliament-street, Nottingham. Deposit, £2 <s. 

No Dats.—Ashby Woulds,—SrEwERS.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for the construction of about 408 lineal 
yards of 8in. diameter, and about 190 lineal yards of 
6in. diameter stoneware pipe sewers, &c. Names to 
Mr. Herbert Walker, Consulting Engineer, 408,.Mans- 
fleld-road, Nottingham. Deposit, £2 2s, 

No DATE.—Blackwell.—The R.D.C.. invite tenders 
for works of surface drainage at Pinxton Particulars 
of Mr. H. Silcock, Surveyor, 67, West-gate Mansfield. 

No DatEe.—Clayton.—Roaps.—The U.D.C. invite 
tenders for carrying out the work required in the 
excavations, kerbing, sewering, road and footpath 
making in connection with the laying-out of 5 acres 
of land at Clayton for housing p es. Quantities 
of Messrs. Carby Hall & Dawson, Architects, Prudential 
Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. “ 

No DatTs.—Elland.—Roaps, &0.—The U.D.C. 
invite tenders for excavations, kerbing, sewering, 
road and footpath making in connection with the 
laying out of 5 acres of land at Elland for housing 
purposes. — of Messrs. Carby Hall & Dawson, 
Architects, dential Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. 

No DATE.—Tamworth.—RoaD AND SEWER.—The 
R.D.C. invite tenders for the construction of a street, 
and laying gas, water and sewer mains on the Kettle- 
brook site. Quantities of Messrs. Newton & Cheatle, 
39, Newhall-street, Birmingham. 


Huction Sales, Tenders, &c. 


OCTOBER 8.—Deptford Market.—Messrs. Green & 
Son will sell by direction of the Disposal Board, at 
“ L” Store, War Office Supply Depot, Deptford, Cattle 


‘Market, building material. 


OCTOBER 8.—Fittleworth, Sussex.—A brick and 
tile works is included in Messrs. May & Rowden’s 
auction at Wisborough Green. 

OCTOBER 9.—Has .—Messrs. Dyer & Galloway 
will sell, by direction of the Disposal Board Ministry, 
of Munitions, surplus material at East Sussex Saw 
Mills, Devonshire-road, Hastings. 

OCTOBER 10,—London.—Messrs. Daniel Watney & 
Sons will sell at Winchester House, Old Broad-street, 
E.C., freehold property known as Commercial Schools, 
Nos. 563 & 565, Wandsworth-road, Clapham, 

%X OCTOBER 21 AND 22.—Grays, Essex.—Mr. Edward R. 
Porter will sell the whole of the large and well-assorted 
stock-in-trade and machinery of a builder and 
contractor. 

OCTOBER 21 and 22.—Lyndhurst (Hants).—Messrs. 
Joseph Hibbard & Sons will sell by auction at the 
Depot adjoining Lyndhurst road Station (L. & S.W. 
Rly.). Stock of English soft and hardwoods. 


. of the Dis 
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% OCTOBER 23.—London.—Messrs, Daniel W: 
& Sons will sell about 114 acres of freehold land knows 
as “ Gilbert’s Estate,” adjoining the Harringay Park 
Green-lane Station, and close to Finsbury Park. 


No Dare.—Elmswell.—Sales by tender by o 
of the Disposal Board (Ministry of Munitions). ” Eh - 
worth Aerodrome, Suffolk, for disposal as a whole 
or the building and land on which they stand, without 
the aerodrome itself. The buildi are of corrugated 
re —- yo a Bo and timber 

a r supply, and electric light . 
permanent roads, &c. : _ 


No DaTE.—Purfleet.—Sale by tender b directi 
1 Board, Ministry of Munitions, sereaall 
sleves, and ladders, at Transportation Stores, Pur ficet’ 


No DaTE.—Redear.—Sale by Tender, by Orde 
the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions. Redes 
Acgodrome, cL for = = as 2 whole or the 

ings and land on whi ey s wi 
Aerodrome itself. . oe 


No DaTE.—Salford.—The Borough of Salford G 
Department invite tenders for the purchase oul 
removal of brickmaking machinery. 


No DATE.—Tangmere and Ford.—Sales by tender 
by Order of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, 
Tangmere Aerodrome for dis 1 as an aerodrome. 
Area 198} acres. ord (Littlehampton) Aerodrome, 
Sussex, for disposal as an aerodrome. Area 167 acres. 


Competitions. 


OCTOBER 31.—Portishead.—The Portishead Council 
Housing Committee invite designs for a lay-out and 
plan of a typical block of 2 houses. Premiums £50, 
£30 and £20. 


No DatTE.—Worcester.—Designs are invited fora 
War Memorial. Particulars from the Chairman, 
County War Memorial, Shirehall, Worcester. 


(See also Competition News, page 328. ) 


Public Appotntments. 


OCTOBER 1.—Belfast.—The Library and Technical 
Instruction Committee invite applications for the 
position of Head of the Building Trade Department 
at the Municipal Technical Institute, Belfast. Salary, 
£300 per annum with War.Bonus of £120 per annum. 

OCTOBER 1.—Crewe.—The Crewe Council invite 
applications for the appointment of Clerk of Works 
under their Housing Scheme. Salary, £5 per week. 

OCTOBER 4.—Stafford—The Staffordshire Educa 
tion Committee invite applications for the appoint- 
ment of two architectural assistants. satary, £200 per 
annum. 

OCTOBER 6.—Carlisle—The Cumberland County 
Council invite applications for the appointment of 
chief assistant to the county architect. Salary £300. 

OoToBER 6.—Doncaster.—Borough! of Doncaster. 
Applications are invited from qualified persons for 
the following positions :—Housing and Town Planning 
Assistant; salary £215 rising to £285 per annum. 
Architectural Assistant; commencing salary £200 
per annum. Engineering Assistant; commencing 
salary £200 per annum. 

OcTOBER 6.—Oswestry.—The Owestry Borough 
Council invite applications for the appointment of an 
architect for the Housing Scheme. 

OcTOBER 6,—Surrey.—The Coulsdon and Purley 
Urban District Council invite applications for the 
post of Quantity Surveying Assistant. Applicants 
must be fully qualified Quantity Surveyors, and be 
willing to assist in other work connected with housing 
in’ the Architect’s Department. Salary £300 per 
annum. 

OCTOBER 8.—London, W.—London County Counc il. 
There is a yacancy for an Instructor in Handicraft at 
the Kensal House School for Tuberculous Cahem,, 
553, Harrow-road, W. Salary £190, rising by annua 
increments of £10, to a maximum of £290. 

% OCTOBER 9.—Gosport.—The Gosport and Alverstoke 
Urban District Council invite applications for (a) A 
junior draughtsman at a salary of £80 to £100 per 
annum, according to ability and experience; (0) 
expert clerk, shorthand typist, at a salary of £150 per 
annum. 

*OcTOBER 10.—Rotherham.—The County Borough 
of Rotherham require an experienced quantity sur- 
veyor for housing scheme. Salary at the rate of £500 
per annum. 3 

2% OCTOBER 15.—Richmond.—The ‘Town Council 
invite applications for the appointment of a qualified 
architectural assistant. Salary £175 per annum, with 
War Bonus at the present rate of £65 per annum. 

* OCTOBER 15.—Salisbury.—Salisbury Town Council 
propose to appoint four professional quantity sur- 
veyors in connection with their scheme for the erection 
of 500 housse. 

No DatTE.—Basford (Nottingham).—The Basford 
R.D.C. require the services of an architectural draughtse- 
man. Salary £150. 

No DatTr.—Gold Coast.—European Draughtsman 
required for the Public Works Department by the 
Government of the Gold Coast for two tours of 12 
months service, with possible permanency. Salary 
£300—£10—£350, and a War Bonus of £120 a year, 
which will be continued until six months after the 
restoration of peace, and will then be reconsidered. 

No Date. —Nuneaton.— The Borough Engineer, 
Nuneaton, requires a junior architectural draughtsma0. 
Salary £3 per week. 
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THE BUILDER ete 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 





[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1, e a in River Thames 
to London Bridge. § 8. d. 
dest S sane re ee oe 
Per 40D, - Delivered at “London Goods ahene. a 
8. 
Flettons ...... 218 6 Best Biue 
Best Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Fire fordshire ... 9 3 6 
bricks ...... 10 10 © Do. Bulinose.. 9 8 6 
Giazep BRIGCKs— Blue Wire Cuts 713 6 
Best White, D’ble Str’tch’ra 28 10 0 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 25 10 0 
Sait Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 21 10 0O two Ends .. 2910 0 
Headers....... 21 0 O Two Sides and 
Quoins, Bull- one End .... 30 10 0 
nose and 4tin. Splays and 
Oe: cceconee 2610 O Squints..... 28 0.0 
Second Quality, £1 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hard 
Glaze, £5 108, extra over wale. 


1 
Imames Ballast ........ 15 6 per yard, delivered 
Pit Sand ...... swbbenes 6 
Thames Sand ......5-.. 20° 0, ,, 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... POR nase radius 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete .....- dennsee he, ton. 
, ” 19 0, ” 
Per ton, delivered in London area. 
Se. @, £sd 
Best Portland Cement ...... 3-356 wo 338 © 
66/6 alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete per ton extra on above. .. 5 0 


Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 210 Oat rly. depot. 

NoTe.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. ‘The sacks are charged at 2s. 6d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 55s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay ins rocks 42s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


Batit SToNE—delivered in railway trucks at s. 4d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington. G.W.R., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... ee 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 1 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Klms 

BOD. ow puntata otal a ch die SE wh Gon bead 2 2} 


PORTLAND StoxE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.K., ot “Mileage Station 
G.W.R.., per ft. UW ove Dh lates aera 3 63 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
Stations, per [b. CUBE... 0 v2 ccsessvendes 38 7 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Note.—4d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


Gverage. 
RaNbom ettcnadiis Ft. Cube, delivered at Rly. ary 
8. d 


Ancaster in blocks 3 2 Closeburn Red 

Beer in blocks... 1 11 Freestone ...... 3 4 

Grinshill in blocks 2 9 Red & White Mans- 

Darley Dale in fieldrandom block 5 2 
blocks ....... - 8 2 Yellow Magnesian 


Limestone do.do 4 &% 
York STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 


Delivered at any Goods Station 1.ondon. ae 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 7 0 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

oy CUP): snkadeonsaxes ds Perl't.Super 5 6 
6 in. subbed two sides, ditto -........ oi 6 2 
Sin. sawn twosides slabs (random sizes) oe 2 56 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 

random a ee eee boats ow igg 1 55 

Ipin. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ........ vbaet = 

ARD YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 

Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 6 0 
: _ two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 
covkeugehese ptaeees PerFt.Super 5 90 
ina rubbed two sides ditto ........:. mn 6 0 
4in. sawn two sides slabs o_o sizes) ,, 2 104 
3 in, ditto, “ 2 2 
2 in, self-faced random aes ‘ ‘er Yard Super 6 10 


Wwoobn. 
, (The following prices are the Controller's prices fixed 
eb. 7, 1919. The control is now remove !.) 


Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 

These prices are per standard landed and in store. 
WHITE ro REDWOOD. 
2nd = 33rd and 4th 
unsorted 


Inches £ 3. £ s. £ 8, a 6 
w XX ll oo cccca. Se en ee Oe ee ae 
4x 9........ 5010 4810 4510 43 10 
4 x 8........ 4710 4510 4210 40 10 
4 X 7 ....000. 4710-4510 4210 40 10 
3X 8........ 4610 4410 4110 39 W 
4 X 7 cccccese BO. OD “4-8. 6 
SX 6 ese eees 4510 4310 4010 38 10 
moe - © ic... -- 4510 '4310 3910 37 10 
*} to 3 x 11..., 5310 5110 4810 46 10 
“tos x 9 48 0 46 0 43 0 41 0 
ae TO0S,. ci 460 44 0 41 0 39 0 
yx 6.0.0... - 410 4310 4010 38 10 
TR yee . 4510 4310 3910 37.10 
ow Be atase - 5810 5110 4810 46 10 
oR © scansin . 20 eS 6 28 8 aS 
SX 8B ccceee - 4610 4410 4110 ° 39 10 
Bi. F secdsen - 4 0 44 0 410 & O 
Fly LEP - 410 4310 4010 $8 10 
5 SB wecceee ; “4 10 4210 39109 37 10 
soit IR Senet 410 4210 40 0 38 0 

NSORTED ‘ikon woop at 3rd Archangel lKed- 

Tices. 


Boards, lst and 2nd, £1 10s, extra. 
ds, érd and 4th, £1 extra. 


WooD (Continued). 


saan << GueEre BOARDS, £40 10s. per std. 
N LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 
U/S encheee ‘BATTENS (yellow and white and 
strips), £35. 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN FLOORING AND 
MATCHING. 
U/S Red and White. 
Per 100ft. super. Per 100 ft. super 
ljin. P.E. at 60/- in. P.E. at 39/- 
ltin. P.E. at 50/- in. P.E, at 25/6 
lin. P.E. at 49/- ¢in. P.T, at 20/6 
jin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra, 
PLANED BoaRDS—11 in., £45 per standard; 10 in., 
£43 per standard; 9 in., £43 per standard; 8 in., 
£41 per standard. 


YELLOW PINE. 
Ist 2nd 3rd = 
E . £ 


Inches £ 8. £8 8. 8. 
3 x 12andup.. 67 0 55 0 65010 44 0 
Se BEd Se. céeness 40 53 0 4819 44 0 
Kk. oe - 580 48 0 44 0 4 0 
ae SS 57 0 47 0 480 41 «0 
ee NS OA 5 0 4 0 42 0 39 O 
© Me uWatseeadds 65 0 4.0 4 0 30 O 
3 x 6and down 52 0 42 0.40 0 37 O 


For complete speci/icat on and controlled prices, see 
** London Gazette,” February 7, 1919. 


Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asinch ....... 026to 08 0 

in do. do. 0.2 0 to » z's 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 

Tabasco, African, per 

ft. super, asincn .... 026t oOo 3 0 

Cuba. Mahogany ...... 03 6 to 0 4 0 

Teak (Rangoon, Mouimein 

or Java). perioad.... 0 0 to 8& 0O 0 
American Whitewood ® 

planks, per ft. cube .. 018 0 to 190 © 
Scotch Glue, percwt. .... o-8-@ we _— 
Liquid Glue, per gailon .. fe 5 ee — 


SLATES. 


ist quality slates from Bangor or Portmadoe’ in 
truck load delivered London area. Ver 1,000 te 1,200. 


s. d. 
Best Blue Bangor Slates, se Bt Pee 4810 0 
eo a *” 22 by 12..... scone 8-2 
First quality ‘es ee SB utes cass 32 56 O 
” ” 20 by iB ivseceos® 32 0 0 
Best Biue Pertmadoc 2. A Ee 27 10 0 
a! t 18 by 10..... e.. 22 0 0 
First quality ,, 18 by 9 ee Fs 
a = 8” BS aegenn 17 0 0 
a ws Ss eres 13 6 O 

Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles awa Broseley or £ a. d. 
Staffordshire district. ....scccccccesees 3 3 6 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............- SF 6 
Ornamental ditto .......... shesebssbvees.. Cana 
ip and valley tiles (per dozem) .......... O14 O 


METALS. 


WrovuGut-IroN TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £10 net 
_ value deliveréd direct from worka. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to and Sizes 


including 2 in. 2} in. to 6in. 

Tubes. Fittings, Tubes. Fittings. 
O00 s. akecdehius. OO 32¢ ..-.. 31d 37% 
Water .....decee ist 28% ...- 263 35 
BEOM: cc cechvcce. S88 25 - 213 32 
Galvanised a 74 SO. ase” Se 30 
” ter + 2) —21t ...—50 . —274 
oe Steam 125 —17b ....424 —25 


L.C.C. COATED SOIL PirpES—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches 


Pipe. angics. stuck angl*s 
d s. d. . . 
2 in. ryd.in6fts.. 4 sy ae. © 
eA aie o Oo ie eel NS | 5 O 
3 in. eo a ee aw “SOR es SV 
34 in. é Ae i ee Ee OS 
4 in. ~ cs. ee ee Oe ee. Oe 
RAIN- WATER Pipgs, &C. Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stock angles 
8. s. d. 8. d 
2in, per yd.in 6fta, plain 3 4 ..110 .. 2 6 
Si ia,  » od MS ee eee te ie oe 
3 in. - ne a Gos ee . “4,8 
ee - we Te yan ere 5S ree” va 
4in. a és B- FE3.F OO 5 8 
L.C.C. DRAIN PrIpRs,—9 ft. lengths. Iondon Prices.. 
4in., 103. .. Sim. 123 61. .. Gin. 15s. 
Per ton in London. 
[RON— £ s. d. £ sg. d.. 
Common Bars ........ 2610 0 to 2710 wu 
Staffordshire Crown Bars -- 
good merchant.quality 27 0 0 .. 2710 @ 
Staffordshire ‘* Marked 
We .s hGivescedes. Oe 6 ce, DW SH 
Wild Steel Bars ........ 310, 0 .. 2410 0 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price .. 23 0 0 .. 24 0 0 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 29 0 0 .. 30 0 @ 
o .. Galvanised .. 40 0 0 .. _ 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to 29g... 2610°0 .. 27 10 
g a. S46.6 Hee... Bw es 
a a: SOs... 22 0.0... 56-8 
Sheet iron, Galvanised “ ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. 3 
2 ft. w 3 ft. to 20 g. * 34 eo. = \28 
Ordinary sizes* to 22 g. 25 
ond 242....4.--.-04- 3t 0 0.,34 10 oj Ee. 
Ordinary sizes to 265... 36 O 0..36 10 0J/Z 


Since our last issue several prices have been revised.—Ed.] 


METALS (Continued). 
9 ea in Len@en. 
s 
Sheet Iron, Gaivanised, dat, best quality— 
Ordinary sizes to 20 g. 
és i > and 
BOE ivan cuctansote 36 0 0 
Ordinary sizes to 26 g. 39 0 0 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheete— 
eros | Maya 6 ft. 


A RRS 33 0 0 ae 


Nominal 
prices. 


Ordinary Sion 22 g. and 
inca dontirecdeseha $3 10 peroee 
Ordin sizes, 26g. .... 32 10 y: 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 
and thicker......... 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 z. 
8 RR is € 28 10 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 80 0 ee 
Cut Nails, 3in.to6in..... 31 0 o¢ 8 
(Under 3 in. usual trade extras.) 


LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London. 
LEAD Sheet, English,4lb. £ 8. 4. 
| CRS OF ar - 
Pipe in —* ndviels $7 10 0... _ 
Soil Pipe . ceccvice ‘ _ 
Compo pipe EPS ee £210 0 . 
NOTE—Country delivery, 20a, per ton extra ; lots undet 
5 ewt., ls. 6d. per ewt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s 
cwt. extra, 


com 


ooo oS 


Old lead, ex London area, ) o. ies 
at Mills saseen per ton } 329 © « 
Do,, ex country, carriage } 2410 0 a 
forward weeeee per ton vy! 
CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet....per Ib. 0 2 3 «- ~— 
2a ly cose of OB 6 os ~- 
Copper nails .... 45 @ 8 8 oe — 
Copper wire .... 4 0: Oo ee aa 
TIN—English Ingots: ,, 0210 .. _- 
SOLDER—Piumbers’ _,, 018 .. -o9 
Tinmen’s......0+ 9 015 .«. — 
Blowpipe ...... + OB. Bade - 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES 
Per Ft. Per Ft 
15 oz. fourths .... } $2 /oz, fourths ~ 109d 
op WERE oc coe » thirds ...... tig 
21 ,, fourths .... Sta. Fluted ,Obscured and 
o thirds ...... 83d. KEnamelled Sheet, 
26 ,, fourths .... 94d. 15 oz. 794. 
” thirds ...... 103d. 21 ” 84d. 
Extra price wmoeee J to size and substance tor 
squares cut from st 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. per It. 
A Rated wake sccocdciveryce dbne a6 tebbodos: Sa 
fs Kough rolled and rough ‘cast Le we Deeaseess . 6a. 
4 Rough rolled and rough cast plate........-- 63d 


Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Mo ye oot small and large 


Flemish BOD 00 00. d6 bes ope eRb e000 66 64d. 

Ditto, tinted .....-ccccceseeececeeneeee 7d. 
Balle GNND: cdcccctsysrcssrdoscevqocudse. OF 
White Rolled Cathedral...... PR OR ee 
tinted 0. pas ee keosssoet - ee 

; PAINTS, &c. £6. 4. 
Raw Linseed Oil - tm ia gallon 9 7 il 
” ” ” arrels .... 2 08 2 
” *” % in drums .... wae 08 4 
Boiled ,, +» in barrels.... e 08 8 
, in drnms.... pa a or 19 

Tur ntine in barrels ......... sf) 
si in drums (10 gall.) . ~ ; . ‘a 


Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton7 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“Nine Elms,” “ Park,” “ Supremus,” 
and other best brands (in 14 lb. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lote..per ton delivered 95.10 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per tov 46 10 
Best Linseed Oil Putty per cwt. I Il 
Pllocol...i.ccccees cebecccccces POS CPS 
Sise. XD Quality........es.cse0s fkn. 0 6 
Per gallon, 


VARNISHES, &c. hn 
Oak Varnish. ....0...sse0es2++002sOutside 0 17 


eeeeeeee 


coeoewecs 






it pene eséepooseesecees ditto ow oO 
Pale Copal ..... He ddetsddnes.c.cces Gere 0 21 
Pale Copal Carriage ...+.-eeeeeers ditto 0 233 6 
Best ditto  bdasbevenendvedee ee © wae 
Floor Varnish......++.++++0+ sates ipeide ee. ° 
Fine Pale Paper cebosevccccscecoes Meee 7 
Fine Copal Cabinet .,.0.....+++- .-- ditto 021 6 
Fine Copal flatting ......-+++++++% ditto 019 6 
Hard drying Oak 2........-+++.-+ ditto 017 0 
Fine Hard drying Oak .........+.. ditto 018 0 
Fine Copal Varnish .. ditto 019 6 
Pale GittO .cccccecs ditto 0 21 6 
Best Git .cccccccerece ditto 033 6 
Best Japan Gold Size.........0s. orr . 2 , 
Best Black Japan ...<scecceseceeevesece oa : 
Oak and Mahogany Stain .....eseseceseee ss 
Brunswick Black ...nssceccceeesecesers ss 
| nea anne ehppphapeane seroma EI 
French and Brush Polish eoeshecoeceoseo 4 


Liquid Dryers in Terebine ....+++-eeeeee 





* * The information given ‘on this page has been 
specially compiled for Taz BUILDER and is copy right. 
Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this informatioc. 
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TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “ The Editor,” and must reach 
him not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Accepted subject to modifications. 


H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS.—The following tenders 

were accepted during August :— 
BUILDING WORKS. ° 

Blac 1 Military Hospital, Adaptation of Huts, 
&c.: J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton. 

Hotel Cecil, removal of temporary building: 
Frederick Wise, London. 

Mount Pleasant sub-station, sub-way: Chessums, 
Ltd., Tottenham. 

Preston District, ordinary works and repairs : B. D. 
Holmes, Preston. 

Rolleston, Farm Settlement, Notts., erection of rural 
dwellings, &c.: H. Bunting & Son, Mansfield. 


ENGINEERING SERVIOES. 

Carriers for heating batteries: The Brightside 
“Fount and Engineering Co., Ltd., Camberwell. 

Edinburgh Royal Scottish Museum, boilers, &c. : 
The Beeston Foundry Co., Ltd., Beeston. 

Kilgraston House, Bridge of Earn, Perthshire, oil 
engine, &c.: Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd., Lincoln. 

Storage Battery, &c.: Premier Accumulator Co., 
Ltd., Northampton. 
acid I. Pipes : The Meadow Foundry Co., Ltd., Mans- 





Switches and distributor boards: Ferguson, Pailin, 
Ltd., Manchester. _ 


MALDON.—For construction of outfall sewer at 
Heybridge, for the R.D.C. :— 
*A. T. Arnold rs £537_9 7 


<«it 


Whitley Councils. 


The Departmental Industrial Council of the 
Office of Works, which was the first to be 
formed for the application of the Whitley 
Report to a Government Department, held its 
first meeting last week. Sir Alfred Mond has 
been appointed chairman, and the Council will 
consider all questions relating to working 
conditions of the employees, other than ques- 
tions relating to wages, which will be considered 
by the Trade Joint Councils about to be set up. 











You are invited to send your enquiries 
for 


WORKED STONE, ALABASTER 
MARBLE OR GRANITE 


BUILDING, ARCHITECTURAL 
. MEMORIAL 
CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION. 
KELLY & Co. (Cramb Bros.) Ltd. 
GREAT CENTRAL GRANITE WORKS 
129, Marylebone Road, N.W.1 
Puong.: Pap. 5518. 




















Telephone: Datstox 13 
OGILVIE & 60 Many years connecte:| 
with the late firm of 
89 W. H. Lasceuses & Co., 
of Bunhill Row. 
Mildmay Works, Mildmay Avenue, Islington, N, 
EXPERTS IN HIGH-CLASS JOINERY. 


ALTERATIONS AND DECORATIONS, *:22:" 








va 


’ 





854 | : ees 7 





EPATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 








fF 124,437.—Aktiebolaget Exact: Locks. 
f 131,709.—Q. Marino: Process for removing 
paint, varnish and grease from iron, steel and 
copper, rust from iron or steel, and oxide or 
sulphide from copper. 

131,731.—J. A. Porter and J, Cameron: 
Domestic fireplaces or ranges. 

131,739.—J. Cameron: Domestic fireplaces 
or ranges.: ~ ’ 

131,793.—F. De Beer: Windows. 

131,813.—A. Browne (V. R. Menon): Pres- 
sure fluid mortars. 

131,816.—F. Lanchester: Fire places. 

131,835.—S. B. Stanton: Automatic guard 
for open doorways in flats of high buildings, 
used for taking in and sending out goods. 

131,851:—J. S. E. De Vesian: Reinforced 
concrete structures. 

* Allthese applications are now in the stage in which 
—- to the grant of Patents upon them may be 

e. 


——_ ~~ oa 9 


The directors of Mess. Bell’s United Asbestos 
Co., Ltd., have declared an interim dividend of 
ls. per share, less income tax, on the Ordinary 
shares, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum. 


Brickmakers’ Strike. 


A conference took place last week between 
the Master Brickmakers’ Association and the 
operatives in the brickmaking industry in the 
Nottingham district, but after a three hours 

* sitting no settlement was arrived at. The 
strike has now been in progress for eight weeks, 
and the employers have now decided to let the 
kilns go out. 


Workmen’s Compensation. 


At the resumed sitting of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Committee at the Home Office, 
last week, Mr. John Whittle, the trade union 








J.J. ETRIDGE, J* 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 


Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the coumtry. 


Telephone : Avenue 4940 (wo lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 
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solicitor, emphasised the great importance {9 
workmen that payments of compensation shoul _ 
be adequately secured, and he did not think” 
that sufficient security was secured in 5 
country at present. The State should exergigg ~ 
@ greater supervision over the insurance com 
panies, and the training of disabled men should — 
also be undertaken by the State. He favounsg 
the payment of weekly sums rather thaq” 
lump sums to dependents of workmen killed — 
in industry, and the maximum sums should 
be increased. Mr. W. A. Appleton, secretan 
of the General Federation of Trade Unio, 
thought that compensation should apply to all | 
workers in all callings, and to industrigl 
diseases as well as industrial accidents. 
should be no reference to courts of law in 
compensation Act, and the decisions of State — 
commissions should be binding. In the cagg 
of total disablement, he advocated the payment 
of not less than four-fifths of the ave 
earnings of those engaged in the trade, and th 
basis of compensation in fatal accidents should 
be four-fifths of the earning capacity for’ . 
fixed period, say, three years. a 


Industrial Council for -the Quarrying Industry. 


The first meeting of the National Joint] 
Industrial Council for the Quarrying Industty 7 
was held at the Ministry of Labour on Sep — 
tember 23, when the following officers wer 
appointed:— . 

Chairman (representing employers), Mr 
Thomas Ryan; Vice-Chairman (representing 
workpeople), Mr. R. T. Jones; Secretary, 
Mr. A. E. Dalzell, Barum Hall, la Harrison- 
road, Halifax. 


JAPANESE OAK 


dry and ready for immediate 4 


SYDNEY PRigAY 


2a, Eastcheap, E.C.3 Tel.: Avenun 667. 
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OSWALD TRAMONTINI, |} 


551, LONDON RD., SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. 
Decorative Wall and Floor Tiling, Ter-}— 
razzo and Roman Mosaic, supplied or fixed ; 
complete in any part of the country, 
Composition Jointless Flooring or} 
Cottages, Factories, Offices, etc. 


Particulars, prices, etc. on application. 
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PUMP OR TURBINE TY’PE 


Vacuum Cleaning 
INSTALLATIONS 


DOMESTIC & PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Particulars and Specifications froin 
THE BRITISH VACUUM CLEANER CO., Ltd. 
Dept. S 31. Parson’s Green Lane, Lond on, S.W. 6. f 
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HOWELL J. WILLIAMS 


High=Class Building 


11/17, BERMONDSEY STREET, 


Telenhone: 
HOP 202 
Builders of very many well-known Banks, Office 
and Business premises, s 
coavenient for City Building and fittings. 








Ltd. 


Builders 





and 


Joinery Work 


LONDON BRIDGE, S.E. J. 
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MR. Ernest G. ALLEN, F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT, 
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Mr. ERNEST G. ALLEN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 











——_———) 


SG JCHEME. \met PASTE es 








b-——_ 


i we 
































«4 —1-6 


Ke) eh 


i al ON ah Tis) | topo pee 













































Sak Rare ieee % 
oe aioe ~ : 
% eee ee 
a 2 ay ot te 
mal "gig Sie? u 
a : er « . a " 
se ue 





i la” hairs Sie A Repent 
a 7 7 4 y 


+ ES, 






Dir. 














SCHEME FOR THE RI 








THE BUILDER, OCTOBER 3. 1919. 














TOR THE RE-CONSTRUCTION OF St. JOHN'S GARDENS, ON THE WesT OF ST. GEORGE'S HALL. LIVERPOOL. 


By MESSRS. GRAYSON @& BARNISH. ARCHITECTS. 
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OF St. JOHN'S GARDENS, ON THE WesT oF ST. GEORGE'S HALL. LIVERPOOL. 


MESSRS. GRAYSON & BARNISH. ARCHITECTS. 
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SKETCHES IN THE WAR AREA, FRANCE.—By Mr. JOHN W. Sim 
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SKETCHES IN THE WAR AREA, FRANCE.—By Mr. JOHN W. SIMPSON, P.R.I.B.A. 
















































































